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The	more	you	know	about	the	past,	the	better	prepared	 you	are	for	the	future ---- Theodore	Roosevelt
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U.S	Coastal	Survey
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U.S.	Coastal	Survey
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Henry	L.	Whiting		1821-1897
Chief	U.S.	Cartographer	

And,	because	of	that,	a	West	Tisbury	Farmer	



Lagoon	Pond

NOAA		Archives

Lake	Tashmoo

N



Holmes Hole

1847

“Topography by   

H. L. Whiting”







Ag	Hall
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“We	learn	that	a	
...map	of	the	

island,	will	soon	
be	published”

Vineyard	Gazette
January	28,	1848









Edgartown	Great	Pond

Edgartown	Great	Pond

Average	rate	~	7-8	feet	per	year

Edgartown	Great	Pond
1886

1846H.	L.	Whiting	1846-1886



Long-term	average
in

feet	per	year

Erosion	Rate	- since	1850

Analysis	 by	Clifford	 Kaye	1964
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Whiting,	H.	L.	1886.	
Report	of	Changes	in	the	Shore	
Line	and	Beaches	of	Martha's	
Vineyard	as	Derived	from	
Comparisons	of	Recent	with	
Former	Surveys

2014
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A		New	Opportunity	for	Agriculture	in	Conservation
Farm	Land		-- Managed	by	Farmers Conservation	Land		-- Managed	by	Conservationists



Farms	&	Open	Lands



Martha’s	Vineyard	Land	Bank.		From	Mowing	Machines	to	Renters	and	now	Owners....	of	Goats



Woodlands	 from	a	Historical	Perspective



$35 at Polly Hill Arboretum or by Phone

Bunch of Grapes                       Granary Gallery                Martha’s Vineyard Museum

All	proceeds	support	the	development	of	a	
new	Martha’s	Vineyard	flora	and	research	
in	plant	conservation	and	forest	ecology.

Were	our	people	aware	of	the	manner	in	which	these	charts	are	engraved	and	published,	
there	is	not	a	family	in	town	but	would	procure	one	as	soon	as	possible.																																							

Vineyard	Gazette,	1848
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We	are	here



Polly	Hill

Ag	Society We	are	here
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