
education in the 
natural realm . . . . 

'A biologist 
right from her 
earliest days' 

The science career of 
Abigail Franklin, Univ. of 
Massachusetts at 
Amherst 

T his past summer was the first 
that Abby Franklin can recall 
that she was not working for 

Mass Audubon's Wellfleet Bay 
Wildlife Sanctuary on Cape Cod. 

In all of her younger years, 
Franklin spent her summer months 
helping children to get up the nerve 
to touch a crab or a lobster. She 
would talk to groups of youngsters 
and their parents, explaining the 
lifestyles of various critters to be 
found on the shores of Cape Cod 
Bay. And, once old enough, she 
would sail as the on-board naturalist 
on three-hour marine life cruises, 
explaining to everyone on board, for 
example, how the smooth dogfish 
(shown at,right) goes about its life on 

,the bay. But all that is past. 
This summer, instead of explain- 

ing the ways of marine life to wide- 
eyed children, she spent much of her 
time preparing a research proposal 
while studying and sharpening her 
scientific skills as a graduate student 
in fisheries management at UMass 
Amherst. 

Instead of explaining the ways of 
marine life to wide-eyed children, 
this summer she spent much of her 
time preparing her research proposal 
while studying and sharpening her 
scientific skills as a graduate student 
in fisheries management at UMass 
Amherst. Among items on her read- 

ing list for the summer was the text- 
book A Primer of Ecological 
Statistics, a little-known title for 
poolside reading that includes chap- 
ters on data analysis, statistical 
thinking and design of experiments. 
Among tasks that often kept her face 
to face with her computer (instead of 
at the beach or out on the bay) were 
a need to master Microsoft Visual 
Basic and Microsoft Access 
Database, both useful tools for grad- 
uate students. She also spent time 
trying to learn the statistical pro- 
gram called SAS, a comprehensive 
statistics, graphics and data manage- 
ment software package available for 
PC users. 

"I always knew I wanted to study 
animals, but I had no idea when I 
was younger that I would have to 
learn all these technical skills," she 
explained. "But once I've mastered 

them, I can begin to properly ana- 
lyze the data from my research pro- 
ject. It's all geared towards under- 
standing what the fish are doing." 

Yes, the tools of her trade have 
become a bit more sophisticated. But 
Abigail Franklin is still out there net- 
ting fish and talking about them. 
These days the fish in her net are 
mostly anadromous species that 
include various types of river her- 
ring, the alewife being the most com- 
mon. 

"Ever since I was a little kid I've 
been interested in anadromous fish," 
she explained. "My parents always 
brought me to herring runs every 
spring, and we always spent out 
summers out in the Wellfleet area so 
we would certainly visit the herring 
run in Brewster. 

"I'm a herring devotee," she con- 
tinued, "mostly because I feel they 
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