
Crevecoeur on MV and ACK 
 

A good ferry is established between Edgar Town, and Falmouth on the main 
 
Chilmark … the land is excellent and no way inferior to any on the continent: it 
contains excellent pastures, 
 
Edgar is the best seaport, and the shire town, and as its soil is light and sandy 
 
The town of Tisbury is remarkable for the excellence of its timber 
 
The stock of the island is 20,000 sheep, 2000 neat cattle, beside horses and goats 
 
Wherever I went, I found good cheer, a welcome reception; and after the second 
visit I felt myself as much at my ease as if I had been an old acquaintance of the 
family. They had as great plenty of every thing … I could hardly persuade myself that 
I had quitted the adjacent continent, where every thing abounds, and that I was on a 
barren sandbank, fertilized with whale oil only.  
 
ACK - At my first landing I was much surprised at the disagreeable smell which 
struck me in many parts of the town; it is caused by the whale oil and is 
unavoidable; the neatness peculiar to these people can neither remove or prevent it. 
There are near the wharfs a great many storehouses, where their staple commodity 
is deposited, as well as the innumerable materials which are always wanted to 
repair and fit out so many whalemen. 
They have three docks, each three hundred feet long and extremely convenient; at 
the head of which there are ten feet of water. These docks are built like those in 
Boston, of logs fetched from the continent, filled with stones, and covered with sand. 
 
This island furnishes the naturalist with few or no objects worthy observation: it 
appears to be the uneven summit of a sandy submarine mountain, covered here and 
there with sorrel, grass, a few cedar bushes, and scrubby oaks; their swamps are 
much more valuable for the peat they contain than for the trifling pasture of their 
surface; those declining grounds which lead to the sea-shores abound with beach 
grass, a light fodder when cut and cured, but very good when fed green. On the east 
side of the island, they have several tracks of salt grasses, which, being carefully 
fenced, yield a considerable quantity of that wholesome fodder. 
 
This is called the common plantation, a simple but useful expedient, for was each 
holder of this track to fence his property, it would require a prodigious quantity of 
posts and rails, which you must remember are to be purchased and fetched from the 
main. Instead of those private subdivisions each man's allotment of land is thrown 
into the general field, which is fenced at the expence of the parties; within it, every 
one does with his own portion of the ground whatever he pleases. This apparent 
community saves a very material expence, a great deal of labour, and perhaps raises 
a sort of emulation among them which urges every one to fertilize his share with the 



greatest care and attention. Thus every seven years the whole of this track is under 
cultivation, and enriched by manure and ploughing, yields afterwards excellent 
pasture; to which the town cows, amounting to 500, are daily led by the town 
shepherd and as regularly drove back in the evening. There each animal easily finds 
the house to which it belongs, where they are sure to be well rewarded for the milk 
they give, by a present of bran, grain, or some farinaceous preparation; their 
economy being very great in that respect. These are commonly called Tetoukemah 
lotts.  
 
The rest of the undescribed part of the island is open and serves as a common 
pasture for their sheep. To the west of the island is that of Tackanuck, where in the 
spring their young cattle are driven to feed; it has a few oak bushes and two fresh 
water ponds 
 
 


