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Hobson, Jenny

From: Foster, David

Sent: Monday, July 28, 2014 7:45 AM
To: Hobson, Jenny

Subject: pp

Nuttall 1834 A Manual of the Ornithology of the United States and Canada. The Land Birds.

PINNATED GROUSE.

{Tetrao cupido, L. Wilson. iii. p. 104. pl. 27. fig. 1. [male.] Ait. Orn.Biog. ii. p. 490. pl. 186. Phil. Museum,
No. 4700, 41701.)

Spec Charact. — Partly crested, mottled; tail rather short, much rounded, formed of 18 nearly plain dusky
feathers, tipped with whitish, primaries externally spotted with brownish white. — In the male the neck is
furnished with wing-like appendages. — Female and young without the cervical tufts.

Choosing particular districts for residence, the Grouse, or Prairie-Hen, is consequently by far less common than
the preceding species. Confined to dry, barren, and bushy tracts, of small extent, they are in several places now
wholly or nearly exterminated. Along the Atlantic coast, they are still met with on the Grouse plains of New
Jersey, on the Brushy plains of Long Island, in similar shrubby barrens in Westford, Connecticut, in the island
of

Martha's Vinyard on the south side of Massachusetts Bay; and formerly, as probably in many other tracts,
according to the information which I have received from Lieut. Governor Winthrop, they were so common on
the ancient bushy site of the city of Boston, that laboring people or servants stipulated with their employers not
to have the

Heath-Hen brought to table oftener than a few times in the week ! According to Wilson, they are also still met
with among the scrub-oak and pine-hills of Pocono, in

Northampton county, Pennsylvania. They are also rather common throughout the barrens of Kentucky, and on
the prairies of Indiana, and as far south as Nashville in Tennessee

; but I believe, nowhere more abundant than on the plains of Missouri, whence they continue to the Rocky
Mountains. Dislike of moisture, as with the Turkey, but principally the nature of their food, appears to influence
them in the choice of their resort. The small acorns of the dwarf oaks, and various kinds of wild fruits, as
strawberries, whortle-berries, and partridge berries, with occasional insects, abounding in these wooded
thickets, appear to be the principal inducement to their residence; from which they rarely wander at any season,
unless compelled by a failure of their usual food, and so become, notwithstanding the almost inaccessible nature
of the ground, a sure prey to the greedy and exterminating hunter. In the Western States, where they appear as
an abundant species, they are, at times, observed to traverse the plains and even cross extensive rivers in quest
of the means of subsistence. In winter they likewise feed on buds as well as mast, sometimes swallowing leaves,
and occasionally the buds of the pine. At times, if convenient, they have been known to visit the buck-wheat
field, for their fare, or even devour the leaves of clover. In wintry storms they seek shelter by perching in the
evergreens ; but in spring and summer they often roost on the ground in company. They feed mostly in the
morning and evening ; and when they can stir abroad without material molestation, they often visit arable lands
in the vicinity of their retreats. In the inclemency of winter, like the Quail, Jkjiey approach the barn, basking

and perching on the fences, occasionally venturing to mix with the poultry in their repast; and are then often
taken in traps.

The season for pairing is early in the spring, in March or April. At this time the behavior of the male becomes
remarkable. Early in the morning he comes forth from his bushy roost, and struts about with a curving neck,
raising his ruff, expanding his tail like a fan, and seeming to mimic the ostentation of the Turkey. He now seeks
out or meets his rival, and several pairs at a time, as soon as they become visible through the dusky dawn, are
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seen preparing for combat. Previously to this rencontre, the male swelling out his throat, utters what is called a
tooting, a ventriloqual, humming call on the female, three times repeated, and, though uttered in so low a key, it
may yet be heard 3 or 4 miles in a still morning. About the close of March in the plains of Missouri, we heard
this species of Grouse tooting or humming in all directions, so that at a distance the sound might be taken
almost for the grunting of the Bison, or the loud croak of the bullfrog. While uttering his vehement call, the
male expands his neck pouches to such a magnitude as almost to conceal his head, and blowing, utters a low
drumming bellow like the sound of 'k'-tom-boo, 'k'-tom-boo, once or twice repeated, after which is heard a sort
of guttural squeaking crow or koak, kdak, koak. In the intervals of feeding we sometimes hear the male also
cackling, or as it were crowing like 'ko ko ko ko, kooh kooh. While engaged in fighting with each other, the
males are heard to utter a rapid, petulant cackle, something in sound like excessive laughter. The tooting is
heard from before day-break till 8 or 9

o'clock in the morning. As they frequently assemble at these scratching-places, as they are called, ambuscades
of bushes are formed round them, and many are shot from these coverts.

The female carefully conceals her nest in some grassy tussuck on the ground, and is but seldom
discovered. The eggs are from 10 to 12; and of a plain brownish color. The young are protected and attended by
the female only, who broods them under her wings in the manner of the common fowl, and leads them to places
suitable for their food, sometimes venturing with her tender charge to glean along the public paths. When thus
surprised, the young dart into the neighboring bushes, and there sculk for safety, while the wily parent beguiles
the spectator with her artful pretences of lameness. The affectionate parent and her brood thus keep together
throughout the whole season. By the aid of a dog they are easily hunted out, and are readily set, as they are not
usually inclined to take wing. In the prairies, however, they not unfrequently rise to the low boughs of trees, and
then, staring about without much alarm, they become an easy prey to the marksman.

The ordinary weight of a full grown bird is about three pounds, and they now sell, when they are to be
had, in New York and Boston, from 3 to 5 dollars the pair. They have been raised under the Common Hen, but
prove so vagrant as to hold out no prospect of domestication. '

The Grouse, or Heath-Hen, as it was also formerly called by the first settlers, is about 19 inches long,
and 27 in alar extent. The winglike tufts on the sides of the neck, each consisting of 18 feathers, of unequal
length, are black, streaked with brown. Over the eye a warty bare space of an orange-color. Cbin cream-color.
Above mottled transversely with black, pale rufous, and white. Tail short, much rounded, and plain dusky,
brownish-white at the tip, with one web of the middle feather sometimes mottled with black and pale brown.
Below pale brown and white. Feet dull yellow, the toes pectinated. Vent whitish. Iris reddish hazel. — The
female considerably smaller, and without the neck wings and yellow space over the eye.

COCK OF THE PLAINS.

(Tetrao urophasianust, Bonap. Am. Orn. iii. pl. 21. fig. 1. [female.]
Auu. Om. Biog. 4. p. 503. pl. 371. T. (Cextrocercus) urophasianus,
Swains. North. Zool. ii. p. 358. pi. 58.)

Spec Charact. — Tail wedge-shaped, of 20 narrow, acuminated
feathers. — Male very dark. — Female and young mottled.

This large and beautiful species of Grouse, little inferior to the Turkey in size, and the American counterpart of
the Cock of the Woods, was first seen by Lewis and Clarke in the wild recesses within the central chains of the
Rocky Mountains, from whence they extend in accumulating numbers to the plains of the Columbia, and are
common throughout the Oregon Territory, as well as the neighboring province of California.

David R. Foster 978.724.3302
Director, Harvard Forest, Harvard University
324 N. Main Street Petersham, MA 901366






run wild in the island, do their part in the work of extermina-
tion. The wonder is, that with all their timidity, they have
remained so long, but their patience and their attachment to
their old haunts will be wearied out, and other means must be
found to gratify the epicure’s taste, and the sportsman’s love
of pleasure. The order of nature supplies such game, as a re-
source for the pioneers of civilization, while the process of
clearing the soil goes on; till the earth is subdued, the deer,
the birds, and the fish, supply means of sustaining life. But
when agriculture, and the other arts of life, begin to be pur-
sued with profit and success, these resources cease to be need-
ed ; the habits of the hunter are inconsistent with regular in-
dustry ; and as the game would only serve to tempt men away
from their cares and duties, the forests and streams are desert-
ed, and their wild tenants go where there are other adventu-
rers who need them. If the gallinaceous tribes can be pre-
served, it is by domestication, not by law. Experiments should
be made for several years in succession, and if these fail, we
must make up our minds to lose them.

Swift & Cleaveland 1903. 1823 — Reconsidered to except hunting of heath hen; $5 fine
for Heath Hen — split with poor and complainant. 1842 — Law for preservation of grouse
or heath hen be suspended in Tisbury to allow inhabitants to kill, take or sell from
December 1-10 — without dogs.

November 14, 1842 — Warrant to prevent illegal hunting and shooters of heath hen first
ten days in December.

Committee of vigilance to see that non-residents don’t trespass on town rights to shoot

heath hens the first 10 days in December. Printed in New Bedford Mercury and Weekly
Register.

Heath Hen

Nuttall 1834 A Manual of the Ornithology of the United States and Canada. The
Land Birds.

PINNATED GROUSE.

{Tetrao cupido, L. Wilson. iii. p. 104. pl. 27. fig. 1. [male.] Ait. Orn.Biog. ii. p. 490. pl.
186. Phil. Museum, No. 4700, 41701.)

Spec Charact. — Partly crested, mottled; tail rather short, much rounded, formed of 18
nearly plain dusky feathers, tipped with whitish, primaries externally spotted with
brownish white. — In the male the neck is furnished with wing-like appendages. —
Female and young without the cervical tufts.

Choosing particular districts for residence, the Grouse, or Prairie-Hen, is consequently by
far less common than the preceding species. Confined to dry, barren, and bushy tracts, of
small extent, they are in several places now wholly or nearly exterminated. Along the
Atlantic coast, they are still met with on the Grouse plains of New Jersey, on the Brushy
plains of Long Island, in similar shrubby barrens in Westford, Connecticut, in the island
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of Martha's Vinyard on the south side of Massachusetts Bay; and formerly, as probably in
many other tracts, according to the information which I have received from Lieut.
Governor Winthrop, they were so common on the ancient bushy site of the city of
Boston, that laboring people or servants stipulated with their employers not to have the
Heath-Hen brought to table oftener than a few times in the week ! According to Wilson,
they are also still met with among the scrub-oak and pine-hills of Pocono, in
Northampton county, Pennsylvania. They are also rather common throughout the barrens
of Kentucky, and on the prairies of Indiana, and as far south as Nashville in Tennessee

; but I believe, nowhere more abundant than on the plains of Missouri, whence they
continue to the Rocky Mountains. Dislike of moisture, as with the Turkey, but principally
the nature of their food, appears to influence them in the choice of their resort. The small
acorns of the dwarf oaks, and various kinds of wild fruits, as strawberries, whortle-
berries, and partridge berries, with occasional insects, abounding in these wooded
thickets, appear to be the principal inducement to their residence; from which they rarely
wander at any season, unless compelled by a failure of their usual food, and so become,
notwithstanding the almost inaccessible nature of the ground, a sure prey to the greedy
and exterminating hunter. In the Western States, where they appear as an abundant
species, they are, at times, observed to traverse the plains and even cross extensive rivers
in quest of the means of subsistence. In winter they likewise feed on buds as well as mast,
sometimes swallowing leaves, and occasionally the buds of the pine. At times, if
convenient, they have been known to visit the buck-wheat field, for their fare, or even
devour the leaves of clover. In wintry storms they seek shelter by perching in the
evergreens ; but in spring and summer they often roost on the ground in company. They
feed mostly in the morning and evening ; and when they can stir abroad without material
molestation, they often visit arable lands in the vicinity of their retreats. In the
inclemency of winter, like the Quail, they approach the barn, basking and perching on the
fences, occasionally venturing to mix with the poultry in their repast; and are then often
taken in traps.

The season for pairing is early in the spring, in March or April. At this time the behavior
of the male becomes remarkable. Early in the morning he comes forth from his bushy
roost, and struts about with a curving neck, raising his ruff, expanding his tail like a fan,
and seeming to mimic the ostentation of the Turkey. He now seeks out or meets his rival,
and several pairs at a time, as soon as they become visible through the dusky dawn, are
seen preparing for combat. Previously to this rencontre, the male swelling out his throat,
utters what is called a tooting, a ventriloqual, humming call on the female, three times
repeated, and, though uttered in so low a key, it may yet be heard 3 or 4 miles in a still
morning. About the close of March in the plains of Missouri, we heard this species of
Grouse tooting or humming in all directions, so that at a distance the sound might be
taken almost for the grunting of the Bison, or the loud croak of the bullfrog. While
uttering his vehement call, the male expands his neck pouches to such a magnitude as
almost to conceal his head, and blowing, utters a low drumming bellow like the sound of
'k'-tom-boo, 'k'-tom-boo, once or twice repeated, after which is heard a sort of guttural
squeaking crow or koak, kdak, koak. In the intervals of feeding we sometimes hear the
male also cackling, or as it were crowing like 'ko ko ko ko, kooh kooh. While engaged in
fighting with each other, the males are heard to utter a rapid, petulant cackle, something
in sound like excessive laughter. The tooting is heard from before day-break till 8 or 9
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o'clock in the morning. As they frequently assemble at these scratching-places, as they
are called, ambuscades of bushes are formed round them, and many are shot from these
coverts.

The female carefully conceals her nest in some grassy tussuck on the ground, and
is but seldom discovered. The eggs are from 10 to 12; and of a plain brownish color. The
young are protected and attended by the female only, who broods them under her wings
in the manner of the common fowl, and leads them to places suitable for their food,
sometimes venturing with her tender charge to glean along the public paths. When thus
surprised, the young dart into the neighboring bushes, and there sculk for safety, while
the wily parent beguiles the spectator with her artful pretences of lameness. The
affectionate parent and her brood thus keep together throughout the whole season. By the
aid of a dog they are easily hunted out, and are readily set, as they are not usually inclined
to take wing. In the prairies, however, they not unfrequently rise to the low boughs of
trees, and then, staring about without much alarm, they become an easy prey to the
marksman.

The ordinary weight of a full grown bird is about three pounds, and they now sell,
when they are to be had, in New York and Boston, from 3 to 5 dollars the pair. They have
been raised under the Common Hen, but prove so vagrant as to hold out no prospect of
domestication.

The Grouse, or Heath-Hen, as it was also formerly called by the first settlers, is
about 19 inches long, and 27 in alar extent. The winglike tufts on the sides of the neck,
each consisting of 18 feathers, of unequal length, are black, streaked with brown. Over
the eye a warty bare space of an orange-color. Cbin cream-color. Above mottled
transversely with black, pale rufous, and white. Tail short, much rounded, and plain
dusky, brownish-white at the tip, with one web of the middle feather sometimes mottled
with black and pale brown. Below pale brown and white. Feet dull yellow, the toes
pectinated. Vent whitish. Iris reddish hazel. — The female considerably smaller, and
without the neck wings and yellow space over the eye.

COCK OF THE PLAINS.

(Tetrao urophasianust, Bonap. Am. Orn. iii. pl. 21. fig. 1. [female.]
Auu. Orn. Biog. 4. p. 503. pl. 371. T. (Cextrocercus) urophasianus,
Swains. North. Zool. ii. p. 358. pi. 58.)

Spec Charact. — Tail wedge-shaped, of 20 narrow, acuminated
feathers. — Male very dark. — Female and young mottled.

This large and beautiful species of Grouse, little inferior to the Turkey in size, and the
American counterpart of the Cock of the Woods, was first seen by Lewis and Clarke in
the wild recesses within the central chains of the Rocky Mountains, from whence they
extend in accumulating numbers to the plains of the Columbia, and are common
throughout the Oregon Territory, as well as the neighboring province of California.

Heath Hen
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Bird Grinnell, G. 1910. American Came—Bird Shooting. (eds). New York,
Forest and Stream Publishing Company.

Not much had been written about the heath hen on Martha’s Vineyard until the year
1885, when Mr. William Brewster visited the island for the special purpose of studying
the bird. He reported the results of this visit in the Auk, and in 1890 repeated the trip and
gained additional information, which was printed in Forest and Stream,, He said:

"Throughout Martha's Vineyard, the heath hen (locally pronounced héth'n, as this
grouse is universally called) is well known to almost every one. Even in such seaport
towns as Cottage City and Edgartown, most of the people have at least heard of it, and in
the thinly settled interior it is frequently seen in the roads or along the edges of the cover
by the farmers, or started in the depths of the woods by the hounds of the rabbit and fox
hunters.

"‘Its range extends, practically, over the entire wooded portion of the island, but the
bird is not found regularly or at all numerously outside an area of about forty square
miles. This area comprises most of the elevated central portions of the island, although it
also touches the sea at not a few points on the north and south shores. In places it rolls
into great rounded hills and long, irregular ridges, over which are scattered stretches of
second-growth woods, often miles in extent, and composed chiefly of scarlet, black,
white and post oaks, from fifteen to forty feet in height. Here and there, where the valleys
spread out broad and level, are fields which were cleared by the early settlers more than a
hundred years ago, and which still retain sufficient fertility to yield very good crops of
English hay, corn, potatoes and other vegetables. Again, this undulating surface gives
way to wide, level, sandy plains, covered with a growth of bear, chinquapin and post-oak
scrub, from knee to waist high, so stiff and matted as to be almost impenetrable; or to
rocky pastures, dotted with thickets of sweet fern, bayberry, huckleberry, dwarf sumac
and other low-growing shrubs,

"“Clear, rapid trout brooks wind their way to the sea through open meadows, or long,
narrow swamps, wooded with red maples, black alders, high huckleberry bushes,
andromeda and poison dogwood, and overrun with tangled skeins of green briars.

“At all seasons the heath hens live almost exclusively in the oak woods, where the
acorns furnish them abundant food, although, like our ruffed grouse, they occasionally at
early morning and just after sunset venture out a little way in the open to pick up
scattered grains of corn or to pluck a few clover leaves, of which they are extremely fond.
They also wander to some extent over the scrub-oak plains, especially when blueberries
are ripe and abundant, In winter, during long- continued snows, they sometimes approach
buildings, to feed upon the grain which the farmers throw out to them, A man living near
West Tisbury told me that last winter a flock visited his barn at about the same hour each
day. One cold, snowy morning he counted sixteen perched in a row on the top rail of a
fence near the barnyard. It is unusual to see so many together now, the number in a covey
rarely exceeding six or eight, but in former times packs containing from one to two
hundred birds each were occasionally met with late in the autumn.

“Only one person of the many whom I questioned on the subject had ever seen a
heath hen's nest, It was in oak woods, among sprouts at the base of a large stump, and
contained either twelve or thirteen eggs. The date, he thought, was about June 10. This
seemed late, but I have a set of six eggs taken on the Vineyard July 24, 1885, and on July
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19, 1890, I met a blueberry picker who only the day before had started a brood of six
young, less than half grown. These facts prove that this bird is habitually a late breeder.

“The farmers about Tisbury say that in spring the male heath hen makes a booming or
tooting noise. This, according to their descriptions, must resemble the love notes of the
western pinnated grouse. About sunrise, on warm, still mornings in May, several birds
may be sometimes heard at once, apparently answering one another.

"During my stay at Martha's Vineyard, I obtained as many estimates as possible of the
number of heath hens which are believed to exist there at the present lime. My most
trustworthy informants were, creditably, averse to what was apparently mere idle
guessing; but when I questioned them, first as to the extent of the region over which the
birds ranged, and next as to how many on the average could be found in a square mile
within this region, they answered readily enough, and even with some positiveness. As
already stated, the total present range of the heath hen covers about forty square miles.
The estimates of the average number of birds per mile varied from three to five, giving
from 120 to 200 birds for the total number. These estimates, it should be stated, relate to
the number of birds believed to have been left over from last winter. If these breed freely
and at all successfully, there should be a total of fully 500, young and old together, at the
beginning of the present autumn. When one considers the limited area to which these
birds are confined, it is evident that within this area they must be reasonably abundant. I
was assured that with the aid of a good dog it was not at all difficult to start twenty-five
or thirty in a day, and on one occasion eight were killed by two guns. This, however, can
be done only by those familiar with the country and the habits of the birds.”

May 1906 (?) destructive fires — over most of breeding grounds- few birds reared
Oct 1906 — May 1907 - <100
December 1907 - 75

First protective law 1831 — closed season March 1 — September 1.

1837 — closed season for four years, extended for five more

But permitted towns to suspend law: Tisbury did suspend for ten days on a couple of
occasions beginning 1842.

No real effort to enforce until 1905.

“The inhabitants of Martha’s Vineyard felt a local pride in having there a bird found

nowhere else in the world, but this local pride was not strong enough to protect the
species.”

Nuttall 1834 A Manual of the Ornithology of the United States and Canada. The
Land Birds.

PINNATED GROUSE.

{Tetrao cupido, L. Wilson. iii. p. 104. pl. 27. fig. 1. [male.] Ait. Orn.Biog. ii. p. 490. pl.
186. Phil. Museum, No. 4700, 41701.)

Spec Charact. — Partly crested, mottled; tail rather short, much rounded, formed of 18
nearly plain dusky feathers, tipped with whitish, primaries externally spotted with
brownish white. — In the male the neck is furnished with wing-like appendages. —
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Female and young without the cervical tufts.

Choosing particular districts for residence, the Grouse, or Prairie-Hen, is consequently by
far less common than the preceding species. Confined to dry, barren, and bushy tracts, of
small extent, they are in several places now wholly or nearly exterminated. Along the
Atlantic coast, they are still met with on the Grouse plains of New Jersey, on the Brushy
plains of Long Island, in similar shrubby barrens in Westford, Connecticut, in the island
of

Martha's Vinyard on the south side of Massachusetts Bay; and formerly, as probably in
many other tracts, according to the information which I have received from Lieut.
Governor Winthrop, they were so common on the ancient bushy site of the city of
Boston, that laboring people or servants stipulated with their employers not to have the
Heath-Hen brought to table oftener than a few times in the week ! According to Wilson,
they are also still met with among the scrub-oak and pine-hills of Pocono, in
Northampton county, Pennsylvania. They are also rather common throughout the barrens
of Kentucky, and on the prairies of Indiana, and as far south as Nashville in Tennessee

; but I believe, nowhere more abundant than on the plains of Missouri, whence they
continue to the Rocky Mountains. Dislike of moisture, as with the Turkey, but principally
the nature of their food, appears to influence them in the choice of their resort. The small
acorns of the dwarf oaks, and various kinds of wild fruits, as strawberries, whortle-
berries, and partridge berries, with occasional insects, abounding in these wooded
thickets, appear to be the principal inducement to their residence; from which they rarely
wander at any season, unless compelled by a failure of their usual food, and so become,
notwithstanding the almost inaccessible nature of the ground, a sure prey to the greedy
and exterminating hunter. In the Western States, where they appear as an abundant
species, they are, at times, observed to traverse the plains and even cross extensive rivers
in quest of the means of subsistence. In winter they likewise feed on buds as well as mast,
sometimes swallowing leaves, and occasionally the buds of the pine. At times, if
convenient, they have been known to visit the buck-wheat field, for their fare, or even
devour the leaves of clover. In wintry storms they seek shelter by perching in the
evergreens ; but in spring and summer they often roost on the ground in company. They
feed mostly in the morning and evening ; and when they can stir abroad without material
molestation, they often visit arable lands in the vicinity of their retreats. In the
inclemency of winter, like the Quail, Jkjiey approach the barn, basking and perching on
the fences, occasionally venturing to mix with the poultry in their repast; and are then
often taken in traps.

The season for pairing is early in the spring, in March or April. At this time the behavior
of the male becomes remarkable. Early in the morning he comes forth from his bushy
roost, and struts about with a curving neck, raising his ruff, expanding his tail like a fan,
and seeming to mimic the ostentation of the Turkey. He now seeks out or meets his rival,
and several pairs at a time, as soon as they become visible through the dusky dawn, are
seen preparing for combat. Previously to this rencontre, the male swelling out his throat,
utters what is called a tooting, a ventriloqual, humming call on the female, three times
repeated, and, though uttered in so low a key, it may yet be heard 3 or 4 miles in a still
morning. About the close of March in the plains of Missouri, we heard this species of
Grouse tooting or humming in all directions, so that at a distance the sound might be
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taken almost for the grunting of the Bison, or the loud croak of the bullfrog. While
uttering his vehement call, the male expands his neck pouches to such a magnitude as
almost to conceal his head, and blowing, utters a low drumming bellow like the sound of
'k'-tom-boo, 'k'-tom-boo, once or twice repeated, after which is heard a sort of guttural
squeaking crow or koak, kdak, koak. In the intervals of feeding we sometimes hear the
male also cackling, or as it were crowing like 'ko ko ko ko, kooh kooh. While engaged in
fighting with each other, the males are heard to utter a rapid, petulant cackle, something
in sound like excessive laughter. The tooting is heard from before day-break till 8 or 9
o'clock in the morning. As they frequently assemble at these scratching-places, as they
are called, ambuscades of bushes are formed round them, and many are shot from these
coverts.

The female carefully conceals her nest in some grassy tussuck on the ground, and
is but seldom discovered. The eggs are from 10 to 12; and of a plain brownish color. The
young are protected and attended by the female only, who broods them under her wings
in the manner of the common fowl, and leads them to places suitable for their food,
sometimes venturing with her tender charge to glean along the public paths. When thus
surprised, the young dart into the neighboring bushes, and there sculk for safety, while
the wily parent beguiles the spectator with her artful pretences of lameness. The
affectionate parent and her brood thus keep together throughout the whole season. By the
aid of a dog they are easily hunted out, and are readily set, as they are not usually inclined
to take wing. In the prairies, however, they not unfrequently rise to the low boughs of
trees, and then, staring about without much alarm, they become an easy prey to the
marksman.

The ordinary weight of a full grown bird is about three pounds, and they now sell,
when they are to be had, in New York and Boston, from 3 to 5 dollars the pair. They have
been raised under the Common Hen, but prove so vagrant as to hold out no prospect of
domestication.

The Grouse, or Heath-Hen, as it was also formerly called by the first settlers, is
about 19 inches long, and 27 in alar extent. The winglike tufts on the sides of the neck,
each consisting of 18 feathers, of unequal length, are black, streaked with brown. Over
the eye a warty bare space of an orange-color. Cbin cream-color. Above mottled
transversely with black, pale rufous, and white. Tail short, much rounded, and plain
dusky, brownish-white at the tip, with one web of the middle feather sometimes mottled
with black and pale brown. Below pale brown and white. Feet dull yellow, the toes
pectinated. Vent whitish. Iris reddish hazel. — The female considerably smaller, and
without the neck wings and yellow space over the eye.

COCK OF THE PLAINS.

(Tetrao urophasianust, Bonap. Am. Orn. iii. pl. 21. fig. 1. [female.]
Auu. Orn. Biog. 4. p. 503. pl. 371. T. (Cextrocercus) urophasianus,
Swains. North. Zool. ii. p. 358. pi. 58.)

Spec Charact. — Tail wedge-shaped, of 20 narrow, acuminated
feathers. — Male very dark. — Female and young mottled.

This large and beautiful species of Grouse, little inferior to the Turkey in size, and the

64



American counterpart of the Cock of the Woods, was first seen by Lewis and Clarke in
the wild recesses within the central chains of the Rocky Mountains, from whence they
extend in accumulating numbers to the plains of the Columbia, and are common
throughout the Oregon Territory, as well as the neighboring province of California.
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Ente red at the postoﬂice af Edgartown, Mass., as second class mafter -

other dependable e

1 he Last of tne—H‘euth'Hens ; ~

One heafh” hen stlll hvesw Wa1t1nrr in the small cubicle Whmh
‘has served for several season§ as observation post in. the field of
James Green at West Tisbury, Dr. Alfred O. Gress, Thornton W..
Burgess and others this week saw the last-survivor of the spee1es
_go through the ritual of countless years. Out of the brush came
the ‘bird "and exhibited the now empty 1ormdht3, the tragie irony

{equipped to pursue his occupatlon as’

army that it_takes*'_cw.enty men in- the |
1shops, flelds and so on.to Keep .one’
soldmr on the battle front; ~and *-so:
it is” in" peace tlme occupatxon It takes
‘many -men to keep one afloat, -or.

farmer or builder.
As an industry Wwanes those \vho
occupy the rear supportm" positions

- of its famous mating dance. Perhaps this 18 the Iast spring il
which a heath hen will boom anywhere in the iv’vorld.-

We believe that time has taken the situafion in hand.and re-
vealed what in past years has been a subject of dispute. So long
as hope could be held out that more heath hens] existed, it was
TTUTight that the-hope-should-be-kept-in view; now it Wlll be a person
blind indeed to reality who can maintain that more than a single
survivor of the speeies remains. The chance that so much as one
other bird, besides the regular visitor in Green s fleld, still e\.lsts,
is so slim as to claim small consideration, ___

Teel the decline firsy and accordainsly
disappear the soonest. In the case of
the whaleslups the outfitters and-shipy
chandlers ~probably . diminished in
number ‘before the “Ships = aid, “and
among the various lines of - business
ashore that flourisheds in older days,
those who supplied'the equipment and

raw matérials faded out of the picture
one by one as the demand for their
services became less and less, until
at the present time certain lines of
business and the trades connected

Much has happened in-a year. Although the actual number
of birds seen has declined only from three to one, the possibility
of additional groups or additional individuals has waned. It now
appears that in recent years the actual number of birds seen has
almost certainly constituted the entlre surviving ﬁock And today
only one remains.

 Wild though it is, the last of the heath hen presents itself up-

and uux_y now-—-and--then—-are-mentiéned
by some elderly person who is able to
recall them and the men who were
thus employed. ~

Horse Has Not Yet Vamshed

The hardest thing to banish from
the scheme of things, both on the
Vineyard and other . places,. are the
horses. - True, the pleasure carnage
is séldom seen, only three or four be-

on its ancestral booming place for inspection and we have the tm-

paralleled, almost unbelievable situation, of the final individual of
a once bountiful species being studied, photorrraphed and described
in its natural surroundings, its natural routines of life, so soon be-
fore its death. '

For death awaits, perhaps tomorrow, perhaps a year from now.
The extinction of the heath hen is plainly at har 1. May it be de-
layed!
comes may death be peaceful.

As for the scientists who have studied the heath hen and in- .

terested themselves in its protection, it must be said that the issue
has justified the' reports of Dr. Gross and those associated with
him. Every effort is to be made to keep track of the last heath hen
and when word comes, if it does, that the bird is dead, we charge
~ourselves to give him an obituary worthy of his epic and heroic end.

Leadership Against the Mosquitoes

Martha's Vineyard, thanks to the -imitiative and patient work
of some summer residents, is taking the lead in this state in the
matter of mosquito elimination.
lature the purpose of which is to provide ways and means for cities
and towns to develop mosquito control campaigns. ]')r A, W, Gil-

g in use on “the Island—todar—-]}utﬂ
on the farms, afd “in places where’
Jdraught animals are required, the
tractor has not yet gained supremacy
over—the horse. There are still a
namber owned dand émployed daily,
but that number IS &0 small that no-
young man would consider learning
the trade of horse-shoer or carriage-
wrlght and the last of the Island

Courage and luck to the lomely survivor, and when it

I -

A bill is now before the legis-

harness niakers closed the door of his
shop last fall after more than half
a century of business. This man is
Franklin G. Downs, known to the en-
tire Island as a harness-maker, hav-
ing been the only one in business for
many years. So modest and reticeht
is Mr. Downs that although he has
often been urged to talk for publica-
tion he has steadfastly refused, al-
ways with the declaration that no one
could possibly be interested in his
commonplace career.

Half a Century’Aé.o (

From the Vineyard Gazette for
April 4, 1879:

The Dukes County Academy in
West Tisbury closed Friday after
an unusually successful term:.

bert, state commsisioner of agriculture, has espoused the bill be-
cause of its probable beneficial effect upon country districts where

vannhnnlng plfy ppnplp afford _an 1mn0rfiﬁ‘ﬂ"‘ market for farm

.The Division of Ldgartown. 15
the house of representatives Wed-
nesddy .the bill for the incorpora-
tion ‘ef Cottage City was refused

‘products. He points out That the country recreational possibilities
in Massachusetts are just coming into a period of considerable de- |

b"gnossment~by—ee vote—of-927to 92
plus 10 pairs, and the house re-« .
fused to reconsidet. its action by ,

velopment and that the absence of mosqultoes W111 play an 1mp0rt~

RS N .J-_.,JA...-“A.-.# -

a vote of 83 to 79.¢ 4
' Friday's Gazette Wednesday on

ananiint Af Wact Tair




Booms n Vam for

to Island 40 Years Ago - )

Charles E. Place Fn‘st Came =

Vanis

Is QbsewecLamLPJmto--
raphed at Annual
Census

Belzeved Sole Survwor, Hé”

T State _Reservation—to—Be-
~ Continued Till Only

“ Bird _of Kind
World Is Dead o

hed Wfates |

Martha’s Vineyard Hospital Saturday
‘] morning, March.-80, following the ef-’
fects of a shock on the previous day.
He had been in poor hea.lth foxw about |
five years.

- Mr. Place was born in North Bas-

facturing. More than forty years ago
he and his. family came to the Vine-
,ya.rd in’ summer, following -that pro=-{
-ram iiﬁt,Lnknt1+ hnnnfv years aga, i

Charles F. Place, 77, died at the

ton, Mass., ‘and for.the greater part of .
| his life was engaged in.shoe manu?

Tlsbury Settles 5 Arl;lcles _
Jlg Time—To. Buy Pumper

¢ ~-$35,000 Addition for -

o School_ Is Voted

9

I‘ive articlea

$45,000, were -disposed of in .twenty |

when the family @stdblished a perma-
nent residence at 10 Clinton avenue,
~where-they-bave-since-remained: -Their-}-x

Grant when he wvisited the Island in
1874.

A single male heath hen, almost
certainly the sole survivor of its spe-
eles in the whole world, showed itself
this week to Dr. Alfred O. Gross and
{Thornton W. Burgess, here to make

_ihe_annuax Yieath hermr—census——The-
Solitary b1rd appeared upon Its an-
cestral booming ground on the West
" Tisbury farm of James Green and
vainly postured and called for a mate

. which does not exist. Mr. Burgess, in
the portable hut used as a blind for
the study of the heath hen, took mo-
tion pictures of the last surviver.

In company with Allan Keniston,.
superintendent of the state reserva-
tion, Dr. Gross covered a_ great “deal

WWGW have been—}-.
e .Seen . in._ me&ton

has maintained a careful watch of the
Island cover, making daily reports of
~ “HisTyuest-for-lving-heath-hen. . “When-
ever heath hen were reported to have

been seen he investigated thoroughly:-{-

In every case where birds have been
found they have proved to be ruffed
grouse, and not the pinnated grouse
or heath hen.

A. year ago the census takers saw
three birds. At that time, although
the case of the heatl hen was ton-
sidered desperate, there was a sharp
difference of opinion as to the number
which might be belieyed to exist. Up
to December 8 Mr. Keniston was able
to keep-.track of two birds on the
Green farm. Since that time only one
-.~hag been Seen, and the tertainty that

this bird alone survives. ha.s gained

general acceptance.,

Former Estlmaies Too Hopeful

. '——~~Br.—Gx:oss élthough reserving his
conclusions for his official report te
- Director—-William-—C. '
Massachusetts division of fisheries and
game, has no further doubt that the
total number of birds seen inh recent
years has.been . fairly close to the to- |
tal number alive.-
- "a:ry"to‘makwmttmte«mn-xhe basis

!

.

It has heen. eustom. M

residence was occupied by President].

tr—Pisbury-—e

period included the h-ead:,’ng of the
warrant and the election of the mod-
eratory wihithrwas done bhy-baleti——
Immedxately following the adJour
ment' of the town meeting, which
votéd an aditional $35,000 - for the

. After commg to Oak Bluffs Mr.
Place was employed by the . Camp
Meeting Association until he was in-
capacitated by ill health. "

He was a member of the Methodist
. Church and earlier in life had been

-~

}a_member. of the Independént Order|

hew schoolhouse, - the"
building committee went in ex-
ecutive session, and awarded the
schoolhouse building contract to A. M.
Lundberg of St. Louis, Which firm was
the lowest bidder.

of Odd Fellows, and of the Knights of
Pythias. Threughout his careér:he
wasg noted for his fidelity and con-
scientious performiance of duty. <

He is survived by his widow, Mrs,
-Velina W. Place; a son, Frederick B.
Plate, both of Oak Bluffs; and a

Sable Forks,
| grandchildren.
Services were held at his late resi-
' dence, o Tuesday, at 1: 45, the Hev.
- Burial

New York, and four

O Van—Natter ~0ﬂiciating.
was at Oak Bluffs.

The funeral was held on Tuesday
rat “145-p. me-at his late. residence_at |
10 Clinton avenue and was conduct§&
by his pastor, Rev. .Charles H. Van
Natter. ' Interment was in the local
cemetery. The bearers were J. W.
‘Woodard, D. J. McBride, M. C. Hoyle.
and " H, T. Webb.

The casket was literally covered
with beautiful. flowers sent by or-
ganizations, friends and relatives.

Hurley Is < Named .
Master i in Chancery

Appointment .as Special Just1ce of
Dukes . County District Court
Automatically Vacated

Governor Frank G. Allen on Wed-
nesday sent to the council the nom-
ination of Francis X. Hurley as mas-
ter i chancery, thus vacating the.
nomination pPreviously made  of My,
‘Hurley for special ,mst:.ce of the dis-
triet court of Duke:é" County, =
According to - Boston @& spatch i

Hfurleys appointmeént &s" specia
1u<tice was not conﬁrmed because

of the numbsér’actually seen,’ with the

criticisms on. the- Vmeya.rd ot ms"ﬁr"

e lmtstie dhod +ha hirda seen might

daughter, Mrs.. Elizabeth -Macy, of Aulj

tor- without opposition and the re-
ports of thé committees appointed . at
the annual town meeting to recom-
mend fire apparatus and housing- -for-|
the same were heard first. .

To Buy 500 Gallon Pumper - Lo

E C. Burleigh Fead a détailed Fe
port of the recommendations for ap-
paratus, _which embodied in.brief. the:
purchase of oné 50U-gallon American-t
"TaFrance ~purper-with- -1200'~reet~of*-
double-jacketed hose and other-: equip—
ment enumerated in the report, also
a-Ford-hose truck_equipped to fight |
forest firesi Mr. Burleigh said. that
the cost of the* recommrended—pur--
chases would ¢éme well within ‘the
Timits of the -$um -appropriated for the
Lpurpose. On a motion it was voted to
authorize the town selectmen to make
the purchase of the equipment as
recommended. . "

Rayﬁaon G. Paltz then made the. re-/

the apparatus. The committed did not
recommiend the buildmg of a central
fire house, mentioning among other
reagons the risk of housing the’ town’s
en’cxre equlpment under one roof un-

at this time owing to the expénse.
1The committee, therefore “recom-
mended the storing of khe new puﬁ;per
in the town 'Hall, ‘and’ the remaining ]
equipment in ga.rages.' The dominit—
tee:. also declined  to. recomm.end the
employment of a permanent ¥

schooINouse ™| :

About 150 Voters were present. I-Ier‘— -+ -
bert N. Hinckley was elected mouel'a*’“‘Henry

port of the committee on' housing of-]

less the buildmg were ﬁreprooﬁ Which™{
|the committee considered impractlca;

Whan O

involvma the appro- or
priation or expenditure of more than |

nnnu?:es ‘at "the special “towh-Theeting- =i

‘summe
arrived

season
usual.

After

Hem'y
lapsed b
Just outs
TEEFRson,
h tFEIRL
Ney;r‘, Bet
-dxtivingw-
face dov
ported 1

Brown a
scene, 1
~-Chief--B
scious n
was aliv

-The n«
to be ti

ha

lduty - at the. station offermg ,'
pee: Joy/the 08 ’
tha.t the equlpment‘ rould.
be ready for ‘use., - !
mer"recommmmmgardm

quiry as to.the reduction of in

experience and youth. Mr. Huney s
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“Kind in-

sDead

éri‘d : I

_] residence

, was occupied by President
Grant when hy: visited the Island in
1874 A ]

A single male heath hen, almost
certainly the sole survivor of its spé-
cies in the whole world, showed itself

. .this week to Dr.”Alfred O. Gross and

\.. [Thorhton 'W. Burgess,” here to male

T fhe annual heath hen cens

Place was employed by the, Camp/|
Meeting Association until he was in
capacitated by ill health. T

He was a membe¥ of the Methodist
Church and earlier,in life had been|

X . - {votéd an. adifional. $35,000 - for
TAfter coming to Oak Bluffs' Mr. | o = L 8 :

-
N
<

AL O W ARG
Immediately. following

aent’ of: the ~town' 'm
new .schoolhouse, - the - SchoQIRgUS
building - commiittes” went  in

ecutive session, and awarded
schoolhouse buildifig contract to. A
Lundberg of St. Louis, which firfi’ was
the lowest bidder.. - .7

a_meémber of the Independent "Order

Solitary b}rd' appeared upon itg an-
- cestral ‘booming ground on the West
Tisbury farm' of James Green and
vainly postured and called for a mate

. which does not-exist.- Mr. Burgess, in
. the portable hut uged as a blind -for
~-——the-study -of the-heath hen, took mo-,
tion. pictures of the last. survivor. |

In company with Allan Keniston,
superintendent of the state reserva-

. tion, Dr. Gross covered, a_great deal |

About 150 Voters <ere present. Her= i

of 0dd Fellows, and of the Knights of
‘Pythias. Threughout' his career<he
was noted for his fidelity and con-.
scientious performiance of duty. * .

He is survived by his widow, Mrs.
Velina W. Place;. a son,. Frederick B.

-daughter, Mrs._ Elizabeth-Macy, of Au

Plate,—both of Oak Bluffs; and - a

bert N. Hinckley was elected moug
tor- without opposition and. the 're
ports -of the committees appointed

the annual!-town meeting to reeom= i~
mend firé dpparatus and housiug™~for
the same were heard first. o

To Buy 500 Gallon—Pumper——G==t

 Sable Forks, New York; and four
grandchildren. P
|__Seryices. were held _at his late resi-

ot ground Teat -have been

__seen..in _other.. years. . Mr, . Keniston.
has maintainefd a careful watch of the

 Island cover, making daily reports of

——tisquestfor-tiving-heath-hen.. When- |
ever heath hen were reported to have
been ‘Séen he investigated ‘thoroughly:
In every case where birds have been
found they have proved to be ruffed

" grouse, and not the pinnated grouse
or heath hen.

A year ago the census takers saw
three birds. At that time, although
the case of the heath hen was ton-
sidered desperate, there was a' sharp
difference of opinion as to the’ number
which might be belieyed to exist. Up

- to Detember 8 Mr. Keniston was able
to keep-.irack of two birds on the
Green farm. Since that time only one

~has been seen, and the tertainty that
this bird alone survives. hasg, gained
general acceptance.. . ’

" (Former Estin'!aips Tos Hopeful

.Dr. Gross, although reseérving his
conclusions for hig official report to
Director ~William- C. Adamg of the
Massachusetts division of fisheries and
game, has no further doubt that the
total number of birds seen ih recent
years has been fairly close to the to-
tal number alive. -It has been custom-
HEYTto” nigke-am-estimate- on—the -basis.
of the number actually seen, with the-
" supposition that the birds seen might

. be.supposed to be only a part of the
___flock: actually alive. In-.earlier. years,
_‘“Wﬁe‘xr*me"bir&s—wer&—&fﬁa'ém:—this:

- method was probably al_.ccu_rate. More
~recently;—with—the heath--hen. reduced |

to a small number, and the entire

plains of the Islahd carefully and re-
peatedly combed for a . glimpse of
some adaitional survivor, there prob:
ably. have.been few if any birds not]
 accounted for. This is the more true
since .elimination of females has grad-
ually done away with the possibility
‘that birds might be sitting omn their
pests and hence ¢ould mot be counted.
Tpe reward of $100 offered to anyone

who could ‘guide Mr. Keniston to a

spot where there were as

thrée heath  hems has 'mot been
claimed. Mr.

st .

many as’

Burgess, Who Wwas one 1.

dendce, ~on Tuesday, at 1:45, the Rev.

wag at Oak Bluffs. S
The funeral was held on Tuesday

10 Clinton avenue and ‘was conduct§d
by his pastor, Ke¥. .Charles IH. Van
Natter. ' Interment was in the local
cemetery. ‘The bearers were J. W.

and“H, T. Webb.

The casket was literally. covered
with beautiful. flowers sent by or-
ganizations, friends and relatives.

Is :Named S
Master in Chancery

Hurley

Appointment -as Special Justjce of
Dukes County District Court
Automatically Vacated

Governor Frank G. Allen on Wed-
nesday sent to the council the nom-
ination of Francis X. Hurley as mas-
 ter ih chancery, thus vacating the
nomination previously made of Mr.
‘Hurley for special justice of the dis~
trict court of Duked County.

According to Boston
| Mr. ‘Hurley’s appointment as special
“justice_was not confirmed because of
criticlsms on the Vineyard of his im="
experience and youth. Mr. Huriey s
the som of Patrick’J. Hurley, chist
detective in Cambridge. He is a grad-
.uate. of Harvard Law School and was'’

-@:—Hi Van—Natter—officiating.~ -Burlal’

-at 145~ p-m-—at-his- late-_residence at |

Woodard, D. J. McBride, M. C. Hoyle-tpurpose.

1at this time owing to the expense.

despatches.:

E. C. Burleigh read” a detalléd Ter
port of the recommendations for ap="|Rre’
| paratus,- which-.embodied _in. brief.the:|."

purchase of one bUV-galld American- - -Trving”
TaFrance-puniper-with -1200-fget -of {-driving
double-jacketed hose and other ‘equip- face dow
ment enumerated in the report, also { ported t
o Ford_hoge truck equipped to fight | Brown a
forest fires: .Mr. Burleigh said. that |.scene, t
the <cost of “the~ Tecommended —pur-—{-Chief—B1
chases would ¢bme well within the | scious m
Timits of the -sum -appropriated for the | was alivi
On a motion it was voted to
authorize the town selectmen to make
the purchase of the equipment  as
recomrpended. . P
Raymon G. Paltz then made the re-/
port of the committiee on housing of-

the apparatus. The committeé did not:} v
‘lrecommend the building of =2 .centraly:
fire house, mentioning among other

reasons the risk of housing the town’s | ances* ix
entire equipment under one roof un- | through
less the building were fireproof, which |"He ‘wds.

the committee considered impractical

therefore ' recom- MR
new pumper '

‘The committee

mended the storing of khe'

in the town 'hall, and' the remaining | Qummn
equipment in garages. The cominijt- Summ
tee. also declined to recommend the | "' Bht
employment of a permanent man ong -
duty 'at the station, offering a guar- | - Mrs. 1
| antes: by  the board of fire engineers pityville;:
that the equipment would at’all times § of asph
be ready for use. These and a fur- |} .. the a
thEr recomnrendation-regarding-an—in

quiry as to the reduction of insurance The‘lﬁ'
rates were accepted by the town on | the dawy

a. motion, without a. word.of discus- |'ston of

ston. wa brotv

admitted te the bar last Ttall.
The vacancy as special j.}.lstice was

caused by the a ' ~Abner
L. Braley to succed Judge Arthur W.
Davis when the latter became judge

of probate.

Benjamin €. Cromwell brought
home the laurels from last week's
skeet shoot at -the. Martha's Vireyard
Skeet Club, knocking seventeen out
of twenty-five pigeons for a loop.
Leonard made 14, 15 and 16 in three
separate scores, Clyde MacNeill 14
ahd 14 and Dr. Amaral 14. . :

Forty-three scores of 25 rounds each

L“Wex‘!e','ﬁred over. ‘the traps during. the
woek.— . L

TISBURY TAKES SKEET LAUREL

Al.

: Article—ts=Tabled=— =P
Under article three, which' called | 9% TR
for action on the request that 2 sum DOWI
of '$500, appropriated for the promo- spent. o
tiop, of baseball, be paid to the base-, ;"hi‘;h
batl club known as the Vineyard| n:the :
; Cserving

Haven Rears, Frederick C. Vincent, |
chairman of the board of selectmen; |~
read from the acts of 1910 7a 'special "o
act which authorizes the town to raise’
and appropriate sums’ not to;exceed
§500 annually, for the purpose;of ad-
vertising the towm  or :Dromoting. e
tertainments of 2 publi¢: nature. Thi

nd the-mo
jer of 6
dling: of "
e e

‘he said; &
‘ey pajd over to the Charp]

h Has the han

for ‘advertising;

merce . wWhic

" (Please Turn to Page Eight)
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Thxrteen baptlsms took place at
Baptist cnurch ‘during the mbrn ng

«of those to offer the rewa.rd, this week 0‘:"’.&.& KOk o‘@-:»..wo»oooooooooo::o and evening: Easter services,:.Six .of Toni
_-expressed his. willingness to give the| - (Gopyrighty | those baptised includéd Mr. ‘and MYsq} :
‘amount to anyone who could find a, TRMA raced from the gate to the | Afbert O Fischer»and members of * 1 mas
. single additional bird, with' the known . vine-clad pop'(-h “where her invalid t‘heir fa’mﬂy ' 2 Th
» - Swwvivor at the Green farm accounted | mother was busy_with her knitting. The Needlework Guilq, Federated stre
for. * “Mother, what do you think? Uncla | CRUr ch of Edgartown, will give a play, bric
For several years there have been pava : e ““When Smith Stepped. Out”, 'at the pan
WWWLWQ%&%&LWM ﬂW};;g;
and it has been taken for granted that I((:;t 1:(2?5(;%3 01—?:?“2 ;{i‘ ?ﬁg in{b’;} eﬂ:ﬁ;nge m —~aGvtm29-3 Nar
-—— - they had movéd a&way for some un- ¥ Dr. and Mrs. dein 8.” Thompson |shor
known reason. Dr. Gross and Mr. Bur-| Did been forwarded to our docal bank. |, \iveq- home for the summer last |Nar
_ gess are now inclined to believe that| aRd—well—now—" . Monday—end—went—at—oNce "to their |TWE3
T the Tréservation birds became extinct ITer mother Taughed at the long sigh |pjace at Menemsha-by-the-Sea. The |ger-
and that they did not move to any | that followed the “now.” “Now, Dark |doctor is looking. fine. leig’
other refuge. The lone heath hen at| Lves, I suppose you will want to be Ceptain and Mrs. George. Moir also | the
the. Green farm, if this belief is cor-| doing missionary work with it~ Ren{gprrived—fron rtirern—Pines—omMon={for
rect, is probably the survivor of the| never liked us, but I guess he thought day, with Raymand Baptiste, who de- |bric
great flock which has frequented that| hetter of his family as he -grew older. |toured ‘on his way home from Califor- |pict
particular-part of the plains froEn time L \What are yvon going to do with t?” |nia to join them on the trip home. |best
immemorial. 8 flock described by Mr. ’Wﬂ};i into her mother’s fwin- | ‘Mrs. George ‘Furber and her little |21
Green as of considerable size us far kling eyes. “Well, with this and what |daughter ‘were seen on the street this | Sem
back as he can remember. The heath fatl loft I cue week, | tem
hen, like other species, has anr in- ather left us, I,guess we won't worry ) tivi
grained habit of returning to its an-{ 2R¥ more; and then—and. then—moth- Edward €. Swift spent -the‘-an;ster: ‘hyi‘t’:v‘
cestral mating ground in the spring; | ©F dear, I'm going to give Mrs, Jame- |vacation at home, out
and it is likely that the heath hen on| Son enough to have Bobbymgberated Merrymakers Dance, April 13- ’Asso- and
the Isiand have always been colon-| OB, and I'm going to buy that home [ciation Hall, Vineyard Haven, -Billy{iu.c
ized and that the colony which alone| for old Mr. and Mrs. Peebles, and—" {Ward's Orchestra. Benefit of St. Au-|g.
represents“fhe species today is the last ‘Gracious chlld get your breath! I {gustine’s Church.—advtm22andapb .
to die.out:’ hope you will do happy things with Mr. and Mrs. Thornton XK. Burgess |
St Will i >rotecti what we don't need, and odr needs are |and Dr. Alfred O. Gross have been
ate c'm?tmu? Protection not—tusurious: We—nere comes Del | guestyatthe homeof —Mr—and—Mrs|——
How long a period lies between the Stewart!” Her mother added look- | Allan Keniston this week. Mr. Bur-
single sur;i\ ing heath hen and l:he ex- ing up the walk. i gess has becen making moving pic- HV
tinction of the species esnnot bé con- tures of the last known .surviver of |H.
jectured. Dr. Gross” Said -this week Irma went fo meet him, a little of thee heath hen flock while Dr. Gross |1
that every effort will be made to pro- | the happiness of her plans going |, = been combing wood and fen with |W-.
tect the bird and to keep frack of it. | from her face. Stewart was a persist- [;,. Keniston in search of a_possible |F.
Mr. Adams has given his assurance | €nt suitor almost to the point of be- | nate or companion bird. Olir
that the state reservation will be| ing annoying; but be was regarded in Carl E. Reed, honored and reqpectm T
" maintained even after the bird can} the village as a good catch-for any Chilmark merchant, and famous for |Baj
no longer be found, - with Superin-| girl, and the village had been unable |njs impersonation of- a. flock of wild | M.
tendent Keniston in charge. Perhaps| to understand why Irm. had Dot ac- |ducks, calls our attention to the fact |R.
the end of the heath hen will come | cepted him. As a matter of fact, she |that he has recntly been .in town two |C.
soon; it - may be delayed until an-| hgq heen om the verge ‘of doing so, |or three times without receiving any | Wa
other .Sprifg. ... . ... ISk bt “always ™ the realtzatton —that she [mremtion—imthesecotummns—This—par 7
An unpa;ral:iaéed a;ndth:ingo;ua;uz.r did not love him as she wanted to |agraph, therefore, is to notify alf and | I
* perience of science is 7 sundry that Mr. Reed was in town on |
. ir;g at close rﬁngte ttheb last sDecg?'e:l :)(;:c‘;g some one some day held her Tuesdiy, andl at exactly 5.35, daylight
of a species about to become extinct, savi i L
the surviving specimen continuing to| She told him the good. news, but brotﬁzrtirrxn Taw, from which  distan |Ba
live its normal life in the habitat of | he did not seem in any sense over- vantage point he made wisecracks |Ga
,~ . its ancestors. The last passenger Ztlgyed by the'léllf;ormationé Stlllle gl;eised over the phone to the reporter. B
pigeon died in captivity; presumably € _reason. e son o e richest Ip.
B no one saw the last dodo die. The| family io the village, he. .had made her er;l‘unmg and Repairing Planos, play- Ch

last heath hen, free and wild-to the
very end, enjoys itg liberty and yet,
following the action patterns of its
species, presents itself ‘to view and
acts out its mnating ritual under. tl}e
very eyes of the greatest authovitiés |
"‘upon “its natural “history and under
the Yens of g motlon PICTEre  Camera.
Dr. Gross said’that nothing cowid
re gained, in his opinion, by attempt-
ing to capture the last heath hen.
mounted in. many

usSETs and  sci.

realize what he could do. for her and
“her mother. ~In dark “oments that
thought had femipted her—-—but only
for momepts.

The next week she proceeded to

pipe organs. ~Stanley’ Leaming.
Call- Briggs- Store_s—-—a:dvt:if_' ;
- -The-first-degree was*co‘nfef"é‘thﬁfo‘n
Donald 8. Swift at the regular com-
munic¢ation of Martha's Vineyard
Lodge, A. F. and A. M., on Tuesday’

‘make-ga few dreams come true, MT,

found the deed to his home walting
for him in his wife’s trembling hands.
The old people” wept softly” il cach
-ot—her’s—*&;m_,,_

Rt LS

€hce could 1ot Profit by Stepping in

The httle J’ameson boy, his

--Peebles,— limping---home - from--work,—

—and—then—wentslowly|
.down the street together to the Raines |

night. Following the Work an enter-
-teinment—was—given—by—~Warren—Ta=]

Telegraph Co., consisting’ of a show-~
ing of moving picture ﬁlms Of  thHe”

ner of the New England Telephonre & | -

about to be installed on the Vine-
Y3ra.” ZRefresHmenfs Were, seryed.

cottage. -

tAlthoireh The. has nof huna‘ out hisg



‘upon " its matoral’ history ‘and under

.%he Jens of & motion pletuee Carera,

Dr.” Gross said that nothing coumid —found the- "aged 1o “hisHome walting e Ftﬁ’e N W nglam‘d

_he gained, in his opinion, by attempt—
mg to capture “the last heath hen.

ﬂer him in_hms wifes tremblmv h ds,

Yrd

eat
ﬁ@-r-*w‘or 3 e—-ne
~«-|abolut to be - msta,lled on ‘the

Telegraph Col, sistmg

! ence could not; proﬁt by ste‘ppiﬂg‘ m
i ahead of nature. This /last bu-ql, there-
fore, is to be léft to its own’ devices.

It will die in the surroundmgs ‘in
which it has lived.

, On Tuesday mdrmng, the heath hen
,was seen to _alight in a tree and
_from this una.ccustomed -perch he gent
out his mating cry, ‘the low pene-
trating boom that sounds like blow-
ing in the neck of a bottle and car-
,ries farther than a gun shot. For a
heath hen to boom in a tree is' very
rare. The watchers also saw a hawk

soar above Green's field and the last. |

heath hen wheel away in féar of this
hereditary foe. How many such oc-
casions there must be each day, it
is impossible to guess. But on every
threat of danger to this bird at West
Tisbury the extinction of a species
is in the balance.

Soon the time will come which no .

man can prevent when this lone cock

of the _plain brush will pass, and the

dust of the.ages, faintly tracked by

< %he—paséenger« mgeon—and—many—an-—

“other s’beei(es will bear a fresher

track leading away into oblivion, the
track-of the heath hen.

Unused to Fencing
Cock Ducks in Vam

Once more Manuel Bettencourt fig-
ures in the public eye through his]
r-oultry, and this time he is credited.
with the gaining of vugilistic fame,. It
appears that Manuel owns a very
large rooster whose responsibilities as
lord and master of the coop rest light-
ly upon him. In fact the rooster is
prone to escape from the run and
wander abroagd to the discomfiture and
irritation of his owner.

After having rounded up his rocs-
ter severalr times until his  nerves
were pretty well on edge Manuel
started out with a small stick when
the fowl next tried to roam, and cor-
nering the
it by making passes with the stick ev-
en as the toreador of old Spain cross-
es with. his rapier the horns of the
maddened bull.

But alas the rooster,
Tencing, ducked beneath - the
just as. it fell, and in an instant
. dropped to the ground, unconscious.
ree—Manuel . hore_the fowl home in deep

erief. He was not sure that it was
. -—dead, but he felt quite convinced that

_ the rooster would ke useless for any-
7 thing but display as “hung game” as
The tenderly laid it in a shady spot.

But the fowl revived and is appar-
Teirtly as good as ever, although it
“makes no more-attempts to leave its
lawful harem and recognlzed domain.
‘Which is why his friends all claim
that “Manuel won by-a knockout” and

unusued to

1+ Then out of the clear sky came the'

171§ “Soltution.

bird, attempted to catchw

cottage. 'l‘he ittle Jameson boy, hisq
pale face alight/ with hope that he was'’
going to be made like other boys, went
with his mother to the great city, -

word that left Irma almost fainting—a’
letler from the Weste firm of law-
yers, telhne her to cease drawing on
the $50,000, that a later will had been
discovered in which the money had
‘heen left to Mr. Starr Kingsten, a
ﬁ‘lend of bher uncle; that a represent- -
‘Ative would see her about the miatter,

She was at her wits’ end. ‘Whgt
'shall T do? What~ Shall I do? was
the bitter .question she faced, . She
had spent the money for things that
could not be returned. She might
take the little money in her mother’s
name—and that Would mean ,pmetty‘
“Tor them. .

In desperation she told Stewart. He
smiled. “Marry me, Irma, and Tl
take care of the whole thing,” was

She looked at him with frightened
eyes, and started to offer herself, for
thé gateway he mentioned seemed the
only. ope. Just as his greedy eyes
were growing triumphant, the door-
bell rang and Jrma had to go.

At the door she found a tall, clean-
cut young man, and looked up into
gray, pleasant eyes. She guessed who
he was. “You are from Stetson &
- Stetson?” she asked fearfuily.: '

He nodded. “Yes, I am here to ex-
ptain the situation and arrange for
the return of the money. It is very
unfortunate.” o

Stewart was forgotten, as, her mind
in a whirl, Irma led the tall lawyer
into the cottage living room and be-
gan the terrible explanation.

He listened quietly, then sald, “I
would like to see Mr. Peebles’ home
and the Jameson lad—in fact, ‘Just-
what you have done.”

iyou are”,

IAlthough fhe has not 'hung out:

at law, .is now ‘establiShed in our’

1o these many years. - Frank has more
than a mere passing affection for the:
Island, having speit- his summers in

Bay‘esv ‘Norton.

Rev. Clifton Chase has gone to.
Brockton _ to attend the Methodist
Confere'nce He left- Tuesday to: be
gone about & ‘week. i

.A new Dodge delivery truck
been acquired by Paul Bangs.

Frank Swift has joined the ‘move-
ment to “brighten the cormer where |
and the fact that ‘his place"
of business is located in the middle
of the block doesn't make a bit of dif-
ference, the bqy.. Jds going the whole

has

shingle, Franci;s—«X ‘Hurley, attorney |

midst, the first lawyer to make his i
headquarters in Vineyard “Haven for]

Oak Bluffs since he was a small boy, |-
Jand also being a college ¢lassmate of o
lone of the Is}and’s -athletic heroes, i

.o
conf
{the’

Gra

{men

cis
Grax

moxn

TY
Will
thur

is to be redecorated and some upright
showcases have been built in, Then
the front will be remodelled’ so that
passersby can look inm and seé just
how far the well-dressed young man’s
pants, beg pardon,
come from the floor.
- Bigshop Herman R. Page, Mrs. Page
and their son, have ben guests at the:
Mansion House this week. Bishop
Page is buuding a summer home on
a site nedar Tashmoo.

of Providencé and Oak Bluffs stopped
at the Mansion House this week while
on a spring visit to the Island. -

Judge Walter Makepeace and fam-
ily have returned to Waterbury af-
ter a. stay here. They were at the
Mansion House. ,

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Magee and Mr.
and Mrs. L. E. Briggs vis1ted New
York City last week. :

Mr.. and Mrs. John ‘Costa, “Mt. Ald-

Mr. and Mrs., Albert 8. Vennerbeck {.

WAy The " wholeT luside ot —theplace | M

thirc
ferxr:
take
ing

trousers, should S

He came the next day and she told

im what she had done. The day .
drew into a week, Evenings found
him at her house, a-part of the little-
circle of home life, Under the quiet
-friendliness..of -his. ways. Irma..almost.;
forgot the traglc Import of hig eframd. ]
Then came the evening when he an-
nounced his departure. That night in

Worth, are the parentis of a daughter,
born March 28. The baby is to be |
named Laura.

The three masted schooner Esthon-
'ia, 8 days from Halifax, docked in
Vineyard Haven harbor yesterday.
T HIEH, 500000 TE6t O TamBer. and [athes |

e sty

‘aboard; -part--of it-'consigned -to---the-
Vineyard. She was brought into the.
harbor by Pijot Lonis Smith. .. .

| a soul’s clear vision that in him she
had found the some one she: could
love  some day. But tomorrow he
would come,” tomorrow he would sug-~
gest some arrangement for the return
of the money she had wused: -Very
quiefly she came  to her decision to
marry Del Stewart.

The next aftermoon the attonpey
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indicate that at least a few of these Grouse may have succeeded in maintaining themselves for a

number of years, but there are no good reasons for believing that any of them are still living or
have left living descendants. In short the attempt to establish them permanently in the Cam-
bridge Region, as well as in certain other parts of Massachusetts where they were liberated at
about the same time, has evidently proved a complete failure.]

[Tympanuchus cupide (Linn.). Heara Hen. It is probable that Wood refers to this
Grouse when he speaks of the ¢ Heatkcocke’ in his poetical enumeration of “fuch kinds of Fowle
as the Countrey affoords” The word occurs in the following line: “ The Turky-Phefant,
Heatkcocke, Partridge rare”” In the following text he says: “Pheafons be very rare, but
Heathcockes, and Partridges be common ; hee thatis a husband, and will be {tirring betime, may
kill halfe a dozen in a morning.” He adds: “The Partridges be bigger than they be in England,
the flefh of the Heathcockes is red, and the flefh of the Partridge white.”? This indicates that
his ¢ Heathcocke > must have been the Heath Hen, and his Partridge the Ruffed Grouse. What
his ¢ Pheafon’ was we can only conjecture. Apparently he was not personally familiar with the
bird and he probably learned of it through the Indians, who may have had the Spruce Grouse in
mind, or, perhaps, from white men who had been in Virginia, where the Ruffed Grouse was and
still is called ¢« Pheasant.’

Josselyn asserts that “the Country hath” no “ Pkheafants, nor Woodcocks, nor Quails,”?
but he mentions the “ Parsridge’ which, he says, “is larger than ours, white flefht, but very
dry, they are indeed a fort of Partridges called Groofes.’”® This passage relates, of course, to
the Rutfed Grouse.

Morton's testimony on these points is so interesting that I give it in full. It is as follows:
“There are a kinde of fowles which are commonly called Pheifants, but whether they be
pheyfants or no, I will not take upon mee, to determine. They are in forme like our pheifant
henne of England. Both the male and the female are alike; but they are rough footed; and
‘have ftareing fethers about the head and neck, the body is as bigg as the pheyfant henne of Eng-
land; and are excellent white flefh, and delicate white meate, yet we feldome beftowe a {hoot at
them.

“Partridges, there are much, like our Partridges of England, they are of the fame plumes,
but bigger in body. They have not the figne of the horfefhoe on the breft as the Partridges of
England; nor are they coloured about the heads as thofe are; they {it on the trees. ForlI
have feene 40. in one tree at a time : yet at night they fall on the ground, and fit untill morning
fo together; and are dainty flefh.

“There are quailes alfo, but bigger then the quailes in England. They take trees alfo: for
I have numbered 60. upon a tree at a time. The cocks doe call at the time of the yeare, but with
a different note from the cock quailes of England.”*

Despite what Morton says to the effect that its flesh was white, I am inclined to believe that
his ‘pheifant’ must have been the ‘Heatlcocke® of Wood, which, as I have already stated,
was almost certainly the Heath Hen of later authors. The ¢ Partridges’ mentioned by Morton

1 William Wood, New Englands Prospect, ed. 2, 1635, 22-23, 25. Charles Deane’s ed., 1865,

29> 30, 32- -- -
2 John Josselyn, New-Englands Rannes Discovered, 1672, 12, 13. E. Tuckerman’s ed., 1865,

46-47.
3 John Josselyn, Two Voyages to New-England, ed. 2, 1675, 99. W. Veazie’s reprint, 1865, 78

4 Thomas Morton, New English Canaan, 1637, 70. Ed. C. F. Adams, Jr., 1883, 193-195.
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were, without much doubt, Ruffed Grouse, and his ‘ quailes,” unquestionably Bob-whites which,
as he asserts, occasionally ‘“take trees al{o.”

Nuttall, writing of the Heath Hen in 1832, says: “Along the Atlantic coast, they are still
met with on the Grous plains of New Jersey, on the brushy plains of Long Island, in similar
shrubby barrens in Westford, Connecticut, in the island of Martha's Vinyard on the south side
of Massachusetts Bay; and formerly, as probably in many other tracts, according to the infor-
mation which I have received from Lieut. Governor Winthrop, they were so common on the
ancient bushy site of the city of Boston, that laboring people or servants stipulated with their
employers not to have the Heartk-Hen brought to table oftener than a few times in the week!”!
The final statement in the above passage has a familiar sound, for with the substitution of ¢ sal-
mon’ or ‘shad’ for ¢ Heatk-Hen’ it appears in the early annals of several New England towns.
If ¢laboring people’ and ‘servants’ were really ever surfeited with the flesh of Heath Hens
killed on the hills now occupied by the city of Boston, the birds must have also visited the
Cambridge shores of the Back Bay.

I have been permitted to quote the following interesting passage from ‘ Notes of conversa-
tions with Eliza Cabot written down by her son, J. E. C[abot],” and printed for private circula-
tion in 1904: “I recollect the Western prairie grouse in this part of the country. I saw one
once in Newton ; and once, after I was married, your father went down to the Cape, fishing, and
in the woods there I saw a grouse very near me, and saw him puff up that orange they have on
the side of the neck.”? Eliza Cabot was born on April 17, 1791, and married about 1811. Her
granddaughter, Mrs. Charles Almy, thinks it probable that she saw the Grouse in Newton about
the beginning of the nineteenth century, and the one on ‘the Cape’ (Cape Cod, nodoubt) about
1812. That both birds were Heath Hens can scarcely be doubted, for there is no evidence that
living western Grouse of any kind were introduced into Massachusetts at so early a period.

From the evidence above cited we may assume with reasonable safety that the Heath Hen
was found rather numerously on the “ancient bushy site ”” of Boston, at the time that city was
founded, while there are also reasons for believing that it frequented many other localities,
more or less similar in character, along the neighboring coast, probably ranging as far north-
ward as Cape Ann. Apparently it was exterminated nearly everywhere by the English colo-
nists not long after this coast region became generally settled, and perhaps before 1650. Mrs.
Cabot’s testimony indicates, however, that it had not wholly disappeared from Cape Cod, nor
even from the immediate neighborhood of Boston, at the beginning of the past century.. On
the island of Martha’s Vineyard it has continued to exist in limited and varying numbers down
to the present day.]

[Phasianus torquatus Gmel. RING-NECKED PHEASANT. ‘MonGoL1AN PHEAsANT. This
fine bird, the Ring-necked Pheasant, has apparefsy become permanently established in the
Cambridge Region —as well as in many other parts of Massachusetts — during the past eight
or ten years. Although not as yet very numerously represented in our immediate neighbor-
hood, it appears to be already rather generally distributed there, especially in portions of
Cambridge, Arlington, Belmont and Watertown. It is perhaps seen oftenest and in the great-
est numbers in the region lying immediately to the north and west of Fresh Pond. Here as else-

1 T. Nuttall, Manual of the Ornithology of the United States and of Canada. The Land Birds,
1832, 662.

2[J. E. Cabot,] J. Elliot Cabot [Autobiographical sketch — Family reminiscences — Sedge birds],
1904, 94-
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where it frequents practically every kind of ground, although it is found less often — at least in
summer — in dense woods than in open, thinly settled farming country, where it feeds at morn-
ing and evening well out in cultivated or grassy fields and skulks during the remainder of the
day about the edges of briery thickets or in beds of rank herbaceous plants. In these respects
its habits resemble those of our Quail. Like that bird, too, it sometimes comes close about build-
ings when the ground is deeply covered with snow and food difficult to obtain. During the
winter of 1902-1903 a dozen or more Pheasants were frequently seen, shortly after sunrise,
feeding on a large manure heap near a barn on the Hittinger farm, just to the westward of
Fresh Pond. When disturbed they invariably separated into two flocks which flew off in differ-
ent directions. It is said that a nest containing eggs was found not far from the eastern con-
fines of this farm in the spring of 1902.

I have compiled the following brief statement of the more important facts and dates relating
to the introduction of these Pheasants from the annual reports of the Massachusetts Commis-
sioners of Inland Fisheries and Game.!

In the summer of 1894 a few birds were obtained, apparently from Oregon, by Mr. Samuel
Forehand and by him were presented to thCMassachusetts Commissioners of Inland Fisheries
and Game who erected a * State aviary’ for their reception at Winchester. Although a number
of eggs were laid, it does not appear that any chicks were reared that season.

Early the next spring twelve more birds (three cocks and nine hens) were received, also
from Oregon. They bred so successfully that by the close of the summer there were consider-
ably more than seventy-five young birds, many of which were allowed to escape into neighbor-
ing gardens and woods.

The following year over two hundred chicks were reared in the aviary, while nests with eggs
and broods of young, belonging to escaped birds, were found in various parts of Winchester.

In 1897 nine pairs of mature birds were liberated in Winchester, and a2 number of broods of
young were seen in that town. A Pheasant was killed in Watertown during this year.

In their report for 1899 the Commissioners state that “there have been but few [Pheasants]
liberated in Winchester from the State aviary, yet this and the surrounding towns are becominy
fairly well stocked. ....On one estate, within two miles of the aviary, the owner reports that
not less than seven or eight broods have been seen this season, and surely not less than fifty
birds reared.”

From the standpoint of the naturalist the introduction of most exotic forms of animal life
must ever be a matter of regret rather than of satisfaction. And these Pheasants, despite their
undeniable beauty of form and coloring and reputed value as game, seem deplorably out of place
in a New England landscape. Even if they do not crowd out our Quail or Ruffed Grouse,—as

'1n these reports the birds are invariably referred to as ‘ Mongolian Pheasants,” and the Commis-
sioners distinctly assert in one connection (Report for 1894, p. 17) that they declined to purchase
specimens of the “ ordinary ring-neck, a very different pheasant from the Mongolian.” I have had
no opportunity of closely examining any of the birds which they have introduced, but other ormitholo-
gists who have done so {among whom may be named as good an authority as Mr. Outram Bangs)
have unhesitatingly pronounced them to be P. forguatus. Mr. Robert Ridgway in the last edition of
his ¢ Manual of North American Birds’ (p.206) cites Zorguatus among the species which have become
-naturalized in Oregon (whence our Massachusetts birds were originally derived) and does not mention
the Mongolian Pheasant as occurring in North Americaatall. A recent popular writer on Pheasants
also refers to *‘the so-called ¢ Mongolian ’ pheasant, properly the China Ring-neck, or Torquatus”’;
adding, ‘‘ the true Mongolian has never reached this country alive.” (Homer Davenport, Country
Life in America, IV, 1903, 335.)
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it has been feared they may eventually do,— or devastate our cultivated crops,—as they are

already accused of doing, — it would have been much wiser to expend the time and money which

have been devoted to their naturalization in fostering and increasing our stock of native game

* birds.]

[Meleagris gallopavo silvestris (Vieill.). Wmp Turkey. The works of Morton, Wood,

Josselyn and other early writers on New England furnish convincing evidence that the Wild
_ Turkey was abundant in eastern Massachusetts when the country was first settled. Morton, re-
ferring, no doubt, to his experience at Merrymount, now Wollaston, only a few miles south of

the Cambridge Region, where he lived from 1625 to 1628, and again in 1629 and 1630, says:
“great flocks [of Turkeys] have fallied by our doores; ... .I had a Salvage who hath taken out
his boy in a morning, and they have brought home their loades about noone. I have afked
them what number they found in the woods, who have anfwered Neent Metawna, which is a
thofand that day.”? Wood confirms this by stating that “fometimes there will be forty, three-
fcore, and an hundred of a flocke, fometimes more and fometimes leffe; their feeding is Acornes,
Hawes, and Berries, fome of them get a haunt to frequent our Englif% corne: In Winter when
the Snow covers the ground, they refort to the Sea {hore to looke for Shrimps, and fuch {mall
Fifhes at low tides. Such as love Turkie hunting, muft folllow it in Winter after 2 new falne
Snow, when he may follow them by their tracts; fome have killed ten or a dozen in halfe a day;
if they can be found towards an evening and watched where they peirch, if one come about ten
or eleaven of the clocke, he may fhoote as often as he will, they will {it, unleffe they be {lenderly
wounded. Thefe Turkie remaine al the yeare long, the price of a good Turkie cocke is foure
fhillings; and he is well worth it, for he may be in weight forty pound; a Hen two fhillings.”2
Josselyn mentions seeing, probably at Black Point (now Scarborough), Maine, “threefcore
broods of young Zurkies on the fide of a Marfh, funning of themfelves in 2 morning betimes,
but this was thirty years {ince [in 1638 or 1639], the Engl:f'k and the Indiax having now [1671]
deftroyed the breed, {o that ’tis very rare to meet with a wild Zur4se in the Woods.”?

That the species was formerly found throughout the Cambridge Region, there can be no
reasonable doubt. Turkey Hill in Arlington may well have derived its name from the presence
there of this noble bird in early Colonial days. Indeed, Mr. Walter Faxon writes me that an
acquaintance of his has seen “in a manuscript diary of the ancestor of an Arlington man....
an entry of killing some Wild Turkeys in the region about Turkey Hill.” At Concord, less
than ten miles further inland, the species had not become wholly extinct at the beginning of the
past century. The late Steadman Buttrick of that town, a keen lover of field sports and a man
of undoubted veracity, who died in 1874, used to delight in narrating how, when a boy, he had
made repeated but invariably fruitless expeditions in pursuit of the last Wild Turkey that is
known to have lingered in the region about his home. He often saw the bird, a fine old gobbler,
but it was so very wary that neither he nor any of the other Concord gunners of that day cver
succeeded in getting a fair shot at it. It was in the habit of roosting in some tall pines on Ball’s
Hill whence, when disturbed, it usually flew for refuge into an extensive wooded swamp on the
opposite (Bedford) side of Concord River. Mr. Buttrick was born in 1796. As he was pre-
sumably at least twelve or fifteen years of age before he began to use a gun effectively, it is
probable that his experience with the Wild Turkey happened some time between 1808 and 1813.3

1 Thomas Morton, New English Can #a, 1637, 69—70. Ed. C. F. Adams, Jr., 1883, 192~193.

2 William Wood, New Englands Progect, ed. 2, 1635, 25. Charles Deane's ed., 1865, 32.

3 John Josselyn, New-Englands Rarities Discovered, 1672, 9. E. Tuckerman's ed., 1863, 42.
s
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76. Ectopistes migratorius (Linn.). ~
PASSENGER Piceon. WiLD PIGEON.

Formerly a transient visitor in spring and autumn, sometimes occurring in immense num-
bers; now exceedingly rare, and perhaps extinct.

SEASONAL OCCURRENCE.

April 23, 1875, one ad. male! taken, Waltham, W. Brewster.
October 21, 1871, one female taken, Watertown, W. E. D. Scott.

Of the many passages which might be cited, attesting the extraordinary
abundance of Wild Pigeons in New England in former times, that published in
1634 by Wood is perhaps the most pertinent to the present connection, since it
evidently relates in part to a locality (the neighborhood of Lynn) only a few
miles distant from the Cambridge Region to which, without doubt, it might
equally well have been applied. It is as follows: ¢“Thefe Birds come into the
Couatrey, to goe to the North parts in the beginning of our Spring, at which
time (if I may be counted worthy, to be beleeved in a thing that is not fo {trange
as true) I have feene them fly as if the Ayerie regiment had beene Pigeons;
feeing neyther beginning nor ending, length, or breadth of thefe Millions of
Millions. The f{houting of people, the ratling of Gunnes, and pelting of fmall
{hotte could not drive them out of their courfe, but fo they continued for foure or
five houres together : yet it muft not be concluded, that it is thus often; for it
is but at the beginning of the Spring, and at Mickaeclmas, when they returne
backe to the Southward; yet are there fome all the yeare long, which are eafily
attayned by fuch aslooke after them. Many of them build among{t the Pine-trees,
thirty miles to the North-eaft of our plantations; joyning neft to neft, and tree
to tree by their nefts, fo that the Sunne never fees the ground in that place,
from whence the /ndians fetch whole loades of them.” 2

Dr. Samuel Cabot told me, shortly before his death, that when he was at-Har-

vard College (1832-1836) Passenger Pigeons visited Cambridge regularly inboth

spring and autumn, sometimes in immense numbers. He dwelt particularly on the
recollection of a morning in early spring when the ground was still covered with
three or four inches of snow and when, as he was crossing the College Grounds

1No. 215, collection of William Brewster.
? William Wood, New Englands Prospect, ed. 2, 1635, 24. Charles Deane’s ed., 1865, 31-32.
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on his way to a recitation, he was tantalized by the sight of great flocks of Pigeons
continually passing overhead towards the westward. The recitation finished, he
returned to his room for a gun and followed their line of flight which led to some
gravel banks at Simon’s Hill, near where the Cambridge Hospital now stands.
Here he took a position on the crest of a knoll and in a short time killed eighteen
birds. Not far off some men were working a net. They had captured a large
number of Pigeons, and Dr. Cabot saw them take several dozens at a single
¢ strike.

Such experiences were numbered among those of the past in the Cambridge
Region when I began to take an active interest in its birds, but for ten or
fifteen years later it was by no means uncommon to meet with a few Pigeons
‘here, even within our city limits. I saw a flock of about fifty at Pout Pond on
the morning of September 2, 1868. They came from the northward, and I
still remember how distinctly the red breasts of the males showed in the level
beams of the rising sun as the birds circled once over the pond ; they were
apparently looking for a place to alight, but finally kept on southward.

Three years later a really heavy flight passed through eastern Massachusetts
between September 2 and 10. I was in the Maine woods at the time, but
on my return was assured by game dealers in the Boston markets and by
reliable sportsmen of my acquaintance that the birds had been very numerous
everywhere and that “thousands” had been killed. At Concord and Reading
old pigeon trappers had even used their long neglected nets with some success.
My notes state that at Cambridge large flocks were seen passing at frequent
intervals for three or four days, and that at night the birds “roosted in pine
woods.”

On July 6, 1870, I shot a female Passenger Pigeon which was eating red cur-
rants in our garden, and or” fune 20, 1874, I killed another in the same cluster
of bushes, the fruit of which, however, could scarcely have been ripe at so early
a date. Both these birds were young, —fully grown but still in first plumage.
They were exceedingly tame, as was also a third young bird which, early in Sep-
tember, 1878, spent a week or ten days in or near our grounds, feeding, much
of the time, in Sparks Street, where I frequently saw it avoid passing carriages
by merely moving a little to one or the other side, just as a domestic pigeon
would have done under similar circumstances.

Mr. W. E. D. Scott has asserted that in “ 1870, and before, . ... close to
the town [Cambridge], in the vicinity of Mount Auburn, a few [Passenger Pig-
eons] bred every year.”! In another and more recently published passage relat-
ing to the same period, he has reasserted that at “*The Farm’ . ... just back of

1W, E. D. Scott, Bird Studies, 1898, 203.
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Mount Auburn” these Pigeons ¢still bred in small numbers in the pine woods.””
In 1869 I was living during the entire spring, summer and autumn in a house
situated less than a quarter of a mile from the woods to which Mr. Scott refers,
and during this year, and the five or six years immediately preceding, as well as
following, it, ‘The Farm’ was at all seasons one of my favorite and most productive
collecting grounds. It was also visited more or less frequently by H. W. Hen-
shaw, Ruthven Deane and several other excellent observers. Had Wild Pigeons
been found breeding anywhere in the neighborhood during this period it does not
seem likely that the fact would have been known only to Mr. Scott, especially
as we were all intimately acquainted with him and his field work when he was
at Cambridge. As it has been unknown, all these years, to everyone else, I feel
justified in claiming that his statements, above quoted, require confirmation.
Probably they were based on his recollection of the capture of the young
birds to which I have just alluded, or on that of a female Pigeon which he him-
self shot on October 21, 1871, in an asparagus bed near Mount Auburn? All
these birds were quite strong enough of wing to lave flown a hundred miles
or more, but it is not unlikely that some of them were eared in Middlesex County.
Indeed I have notes of the breeding of the Passenger Pigeon at two localities in
this county in 1875. On May 22 of that year a nest containing a single egg
was found in Weston by the late Mr. E. B. Towne. Later that same season my
friend, Mr. George H. Robbins, met with no less than three nests, on whicz the
birds were sitting, near his house in Carlisle. As he is a careful observer and
accustomed by long experience to distinguish Wild Pigeons from Carolina Doves,
I have entire confidence in the accuracy of this record.

On April 23, 1875, I killed a fine adult male near the Lyman estate in
Waltham. It was the last Pigeon that I have seen, or am likely to see, alive in
the Cambridge Region, but on September 30, 1885, Mr. H. W. Henshaw and I,
while collecting in the ‘Warren Run’ (a little to the southwest of Crown Hill),
picked up an adult female which had evidently been dead only a few hours and
which proved, on dissection, to have been shot through the lungs. Both of these
birds, with the young female, taken on June 20, 1874, in our garden, are pre-
served in my collection.

I find it difficult to believe that the Wild Pigeon hasgbecome Wholly extinct,

but some of my ornithological friends, who have recently investigated the sub]ect
rather carefully, are convinced that the only birds now living are a few captive
ones in the possession of Professor C. O. Whitman of Chicago, Illinois.

1W. E. D. Scott, Story of a Bird Lover, 1903, 39, 40.
2 This is the only Wild Pigeon mentioned in Mr. Scott’s catalogue of the birds which he collected
in the region about Cambridge, the original manuscript of which is in my possession.
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CHAPTER VII.

PINNATED GROUSE; OR, PRAIRIE HEN—TETRAO
CUPIDO.) ,

“ Hurrah for the prairie! No blight on ifs breeze,
No mist from the mountains, no shadow from trees.”

Tr1s species of grouse is very different in many respects from the
last-mentioned variety. Its appearance, habits, flesh, are all quite
dissimilar, and we regret never having had very full opportunities for
studying these interesting birds in their natural haunts, the rich
prairies of the far West. However, we, as many others, have this plea-
sure still in anticipation, and in the mean time will endeavor to lay
before our sporting friends all the information upon this head that
we have culled from reading and conversing with those who' have
been in the habit of hunting these birds for years past, and trust, at
all events, that we shall sueceed in making this chapter as interest-
ing as some others that we have compiled for the benefit of sports-
men. . :

Wilson thus describes this bird. The pinnated grouse is. nineteen
inches long, twenty-seven inches in extent, and when in good order
weighs about three pounds and a half; the neck is furnished .with
supplemental wings, each composed of eighteen feathers, five of
which are black, and about three inches long : the rest shorter, also
black, streaked laterally with brown, and of unequal lengths: the
head is slightly crested; over the eye is an elegant semicircular
comb of rich orange, which the bird has the power of raising or
relaxing ; under the neck wings are two loose pendulous and wrinkled
skins, extending along the sides of the neck for two-thirds of its
length, each of which, when inflated, resembles in bulk, color, and
surface a middle-sized orange; chin cream-colored ; under the eye
runs a dark streak of brown; whole upper parts mottled trans-
versely with black, reddish-brown and white; tail short, very much
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rounded, and of a plain brownish soot color; throat elegantly
marked with touches of reddish-brown, white and black ; lower parts
of the breast and belly pale brown, marked transversely with white;
legs covered: to the toes with hairy down of a dirty drab color;
feet dull yellow, toes pectinated; vent whitish; bill brownish
horn color, eye reddish hazel. The female is considerably less ; of
a lighter color, destitute of the neek wings, the naked yellow skin
on the neck, the semicircular comb of yellow over the eye.

Location.—The prairie hen was no doubt formerly widely dissemi-
nated over our whole country, more particularly in those portions
interspersed with dry, open plains, surrounded by thin shrubbery
or scantily covered with trees. Unlike the ruffed grouse, this bird
delights in the clear open prairie grounds, and will desert those dis-
tricts entirely that, in the lapse of time, become covered with forests.
These birds are very rare, in fact may almost be considered extinct,
in the Northern and Middle States. Within a few years, they were
quite abundant on some portions of Long Island. They were also to
be found in Burlington county, New Jersey, and in some few other
places. There are, however, still a few to be found on the Jersey
plains, and every season we hear of some of our sporting acquaint-
ances exterminating a small pack. 'We know of ten braces being
killed this season, 1848, and about the same number last year,
by the same party, and as usual, in both instances, these scarce
and beautiful birds were butchered long before the time sanctioned
by the strong or rather the weak arm of the law.

Thus it is that the destructive hand of the would-be respectable
poacher, as well as the greedy gun of the pot-hunter, hastens to seal
the fate of the doomed prairie hen in these eastern regions, and
we may predict with great certainty that efe long, not one will be
found save upon the rich plains of the West; from which also, in
course of time, they will be driven, and ultimately perish root and
branch from before the unerring guns of their ruthless. destroyers.
‘We understand that there are still a few of these birds to be found
in Pennsylvania, we believe in Northampton county, where the pine
forests are thin and open, and the country about them such as prairie
hens delight in.” - They have always been abundant in the barrens
of Kentucky and Tennessee, as also in the balmy plains and fertile
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prairies of Louisiana, Indiana, and Illinois. So numerous were they
a short time since in the barrens of Kentucky, and so contemptible
were they as game birds, that few huntsmen would deign to waste
powder and shot on them. In fact, they were held in pretty much
the same estimation or rather abhorrence thas the crows are now in
Pennsylvania, or other of the Middle and Southern States, as they
perpetrated quite as much mischief upon the tender buds and fruits
of the orchards, as well‘as the grain in the fields, and were often
80 destructive to the crops that it was absolutely necessary for the
farmers to employ their young negroes to drive them away by shooting
off guns and springing loud rattles all around the plantations from
morning till night. As for eating them, such a thing was hardly
dreamed of, the negroes themselves preferring the coarsest food to
this now much-admjred bird ; while the young sportsman exercised
his skill in rifle-shooting upon them in anticipation of more exciting
sport among the other prized denizens of the plain and forest.
Prairie hens have not only deserted Long Island, Martha’s Vine-
yard, Elizabeth Island, New Jersey, and their other haunts to the
eastward, but they have also removed even farther west than ‘the
barrens of Kentucky, and are no longer to be found abundant save
in Tlinois, and on the extensive plains of the Missouri, Arkansas,
and Columbia Rivers. a

LFeriod of pairing.—As soon as the winter breaks up, the pairing
geason commences, génerally in March or early in April; then it is
that one can distinguish the well-known booming sound of thie male
bird, known as the ¢ tooting’’ of the cock. This singular noise is
produced by the inflation and exhalation of the two small bags
which are found on the neck, and .appear to be formed by the ex-
pansion of the skin of the gullet, which, when not filled with air,
hangs in loose, pendulous, wrinkled folds. When, however, they are
charged with air, they are about the size of a full-grown orange.
When these air chambers are freely distended, the cock inelines his
head to the ground, opens his bill, and by a muscular effort forces
out the air, which produces three melancholy and monotonous notes,
not unlike the booming sound uttered by the night hawk when in
pursuit of food in mid air, and which latter sound has not inaptly
been compared to the- noise occasioned by blowing violently into

Q%
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the bung-hole of an empty berrel.. This tooting, on a clear mild
morning, can be heard several hundred yards off.

» These birds, like the ruffed grouse, are extremely pugnacious at
these-times, and, during the -early period of incubation, the ‘males
meet at early dawn at particular spots termed ¢ scratching grounds,”
where they toot and strut about with extended wings and wide-
spread tails, much in the pompous style of turkey gobblers,-and,
after a little while thus spent in expressing their wrath and defiance,
they engage in the most obstinate and sanguinary conflicts, not in-
ferior to the battles often witnessed between game-cocks.

During these encounters, they spring up in the air and strike
their antagonists with the utmost fury, and oftentimes with the
greatest effect; feathers are freely plucked from each other’s bodies,
and their eyes are not unfrequently serjously injured before one or
other of the combatants gives way, and flies to the woods for shelter.
A friend of the author, who is very familiar with the habits of
these birds, informs him that last spring he witnessed, for over an
hour, a series of battles between a number of these birds upon a
favorite seratching ground, and declares that, after they had all re-
tired, he might have picked up a hat full of feathers whlch they had
torn from one another.

The nest is formed upon the ground in a very secret spot upon
the open plain, or perhaps at the feot of 2 small bush. It is rudely
constructed with & few leaves and particles of grass, and contains
from eight to twelve eggs of a brownish dirt color, and somewhat
larger than those of the tetrao umbellus. :

The. birds are able to run g very short time after hatching, and
*the mother alone attends upon them, supplying them with food, call-
ing them around her by a cluck, and nestling them under her wings
at nightfall, or ‘when the weather proves unfavorable, very much in
the style of the common barn hen. The pinnated grouse is not so
retiring and secluded in its disposition as the other variety, and is
not very difficult to domesticate even when taken wild, as it soon
becomes tame and accustomed to.the presence of man. :

Audubon cut the tips of the wings of sixty of these birds to-
wards the close of the summer, and turned them out into an enclo-
sure, where they remained quite contented the whole winter through,
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and soon became sufficiently gentle to feed from the hands of his
wife. They appeared quite unmindful of their former state of free-
dom, and conducted themselves very similarly to the tame fowls, with
which they often mingled on-the most friendly footing. In the
spring, they ¢ tooted” and strutted about in the most pompous style
imaginable, even as much 8o as if they were still in their native
haunts, and even coupled and hatched many broods. Their pugna-
cious tempers would not permit them to quail even before the
threatening presence of the largest turkey cock, and they would not
unfrequently take a round or.two with the dung-hills of the poultry
yard. The pinnated grouse, as the other variety, hajch but one brood
each- season, except when disturbed, as they are frequently, by the
crows, hawks, polecats, raccoons, and other animals. When wander-
ing about with their young, if interrupted, they resort to the same
artifices as the partridge to_protect their young. Their food consists
of wild strawberries, cranberries, partridge berries, whortleberries,
blackberries, and young buds. They also partake of worms, flies, and
insects generally. In the winter season, they eat acorns, the tender
buds -of the pine, clover leaves, and, when convenient to their haunts,
will frequent buckwheat stubble. -

They are said to remain stationary during the whole year round,
and show no disposition to migrate or travel as the ruffed grouse or
partridge. They affect the dryest situations, and avoid as far as
possible marshy or wet places, and partake very sparingly of water,
in fact depend entirely for a supply of this fluid from the morning
dew, which they collect from off the leaves of plants. So dry are
the situations that these birds generally affect that it is absolutely
necessary to carry water along for the dogs, otherwise they will soon
be entirely overcome by thirst. -

Flight.—If surprised, the pinnated grouse rise with a moderate
whirring sound; but, if they discover the sportsman at a distance,
they ran off with the utmost speed, then squat and remain perfectly
silent till passed by or put up by the dog. Tlieir flight is strong,
regular and tolerable, swift, and at times, according to Audubon,
protracted to several miles without intermisgion. They fly less
rapidly than the ruffed grouse, and often repeat two or three cluck-
ings when about to spring or when on the wing; they also frequently
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take to the branches of the highest forest trees, and if then shot,
they fall and turn round and round with great violence, not unlike
a common chigken, till dead. If wounded only, they run with great
swiftness, and hide themselves in some secluded spot, where they
remain motionless. X

Feeding and roosting.—Prairie hens/resort to their feeding ground
at a very early hour of the day, and re ire towards noon to preen and
dust themselves in the ploughed fields or along the roads. They
do not roost on trees, but, like the partridge, they select a little emi-
nence of ground, in the open field, and squat about within a few feet
of each other. -

Their flesh.—The merits of the meat of these two varieties of
grouse are often a subject of discussion among sportsmen-and
epicures, whose opinions are often entirely at variance. " We know
very well that the tastes of people are much influenced by circum-
stances, and we are all apt to relish that most which it is most dif-
ficult to obtain; and the residents of those parts where prairie hens
are abundant as a matter of -course generally prefer the white and
delicate meat of the ruffed .grouse, while those that live in the
Atlantic States, and seldom or never see a prairie hen, greatly prefer
the dark meat of the latter bird, as it"is to them a greater novelty
and luxury than the other. They are considered a great delicacy
at the east, and when exposed for sale command extravagant prices,
seldom less than five dollars a brace, although we have purchased
superior ones in the Philadelphia markets for two dollars, and even
less.- We do not think them equal by any means in point of flavor
to the ruffed grouse. There are other varieties .of grouse, found
within the limits of the United States, two of which we will metely
mention. They are occasionally met with in the wilds of Maine and
Massachusetts, but are more common in Canada. Their haunts are
vety secluded, and they seldom encounter the form of a human
being, and consequently are not much alarmed at his presence;
their flesh is dark, and resembles that of the Prairie Hen—Tetrao
Saliceti, Willow Grouse; and Tetrao Canadensis, the Spotted or
Canada Grouse.
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MEMORANDA.

. 1. The prairie hen is now almost exclusively confined to the open
champaign countries of the West.

2. Their habits and modes of life are very different from those
of the ruffed grouse, the one seeking the seclusion of the deepest
forests, while-the other delights only in the open plains.

3. The time of pairing, period of incubation, number of young,
and habits of male birds, all much the same as the ruffed grouse.

4. The cock birds at the pairing season are heard ¢ tooting”
instead of ¢ drumming;”’ they are very pugnacious, and fight with
great spirit among themselves during the period of courtship.

5. Unlike the ruffed grouse, the pinnated are easily domesti-
cated, and will pair and hatch in captivity ; they exhibit no disposi-
tion to migrate, as.the other variety does.

6. Their meat is dark, and inferior to that of the ruffed grouse.
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