Wendy Breiby. 2004. The Mature Woodlands of Martha’s Vineyard, Naushon, Nantucket and
Tuckernuck Islands, Massachusetts. Honor’s Thesis, University of Massachusetts. Amherst.

Confusion between primary and old-growth woodlands and in definitions of ancient vs mature
woodlands. But chose sites across W Moraine that were continuous woodlands in 1848, 1938, and 1993
and had bigger, older trees. Those without too much evidence of human history, mound and pit topo,
late successional, structural diversity, varying ages = ancient and those with sprout and more open-
grown trees, signs of disturbance = mature. Discussion focus on the unique characteristics of the
woodlands and whether “these woodlands can be defined as eastern primary or old growth forest.”

No reference to MCSF paper or any others by Motzkin or Foster, which clarify these issues and indicate
that MCSF is all primary. Cite Cogbill on Wachusett Mt. Does talk of “coppice stools”.

Seven large mature patches within least fragmented and rel. undeveloped areas of moraine (except
Spring Point) form Menemsha to Cedar tree Neck. Harris, Kloss, Ganz, Seven Gates Corp, Woods and
Polly Hill.

Bird data. Three veg plots per bird plot, plus Cruz-all plot; ages at breast height; core woody debris
(future report); soils

Talks about an additional publication that will get at management objectives, land-use history and
recommendations.

Near Whiting Hill one “ancient” site had old fence and a stonewall so likely sheep corralled. In “mature”
evidence of “coppiced” trees (sic — she takes any sprouting to indicate coppicing, which is a land use and
management approach not just cutting) and a few possible “wolf” trees.

So, many sites are primary and some may be OG — need more land use history to clarify.

Naushon — lowest diversity — 6.2 spp per plot average vs 12.7-19.8, due to beech. MV ancient had
greatest but Whiting Hill had plots with >50 (likely due to planting by Shaler). Tuckernuck high due to
open woods. Naushon distinct with most of canopy in subcanopy — dense beech (extreme dominant
oak).

Oldest Median tree age — 160+ Tupelo on MV Mature; 178+ Hickory in MV Ancient; 181+ beech in
Naushon; 165+ Black Oak on Tickernuck; 151+ Black Oak in Coskata Woods on ACK.

Oldest large diameter trees — 87.6 cm 246+ White Oak in MV Mature; 71.1 cm - 243+ Ted Oak at Seven
Gates; 41.9 cm — 222+ Naushon; 21.6 cm — 200+ Black Oak Tuckernuck; 34.4 cm — 128+ yrs Black Oak —

Coskata.

Tries to compare with DEM definition — component >than 50% of maximum longevity of spp.



All forests were uneven aged; majority of trees in smaller sizes. Similar BA — 19-24 m2/ha.

Much regeneration. Greatest diversity of regen at MV ancient and mature — not as isolated, wetlands
near by.

Platitudes on management. Want to write for landowners and get landowners together to talk about
conservation and management. Need work on strategy and ecology and to preserve these
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March 17, 2005
Dear Friends and landowners,

We hope you are all doing great. T think you will be pleased to know that I have finally
finished my thesis on The Mature Woodlands of Martha’s Vineyard, Naushon, Nantucket
and Tuckernuck Islands. Lloyd Raleigh has also been using the data to work on ‘
management decisions for the Trustees properties that are located within the study.

As you know, Lloyd and 1 both have spent numerous hours for many years to get to this
point and still there is more that could be done on the subject, but Tor me it is time to
move on. So, we decided to give you a compact disk with the report on it. Make sure to
check out the appendix if you are interested in programs to help alleviate tax burdens for
your land holdings. We hope that you find it interesting, insightful, and easy to
understand. If you would like any additional information, another copy of the cd, or
support with management decisions or in finding out more about opportunities to help
with landowner taxes, please feel free to call The Trustees of Reservations at (508) 693-
7662.

‘We thank you again for all of your support and for allowing us to collect data from your
properties. To those I had a chance to meet with and ask questions, I really enjoyed the
time with you and the insight I gained in the process. With more time it would have been
nice to meet with all of you,

Thanks again!!

Sincerely,

Wendy Breiby
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